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ADVERTISEMENT. 

fTHE  Publication  of  this  Second  Letter  was 
occafiGned  by  the  continuation  of  the  like  ungenerous 
and  injurious  Treatment ,  which  gave  rife  to  the 
Firft  *,  and  needs  no  Apology  ,  being  a  necejfary  and, 
proper  vindication  of  myfelf.  The  Doctor,  who  boafts 
fo  much  of  his  Education  and  Degree ,  finding  him- 
felf  unable  to  return  any  public  anfwer  to  that 
Letter,  has  endeavoured  to  hide  his  inability ,  by 
aff effing  a  haughty  fuperiority  ;  yet  at  the  fame  time 
has  had  the  mean  fpiritednefs ,  to  ftoop  to  the  low 
office  of  handing  about,  in  a  clandeftine  manner ,  a 
Letter  written  againft  me,  by  one  Mr.  Bigg,  moft 
probably  at  his  own  defire  and  folicitation.  Herein 
I  am  reprefented  as  a  p  erf  on  unfkilful  in  my  pro - 
feffiion,  and  confequently  beneath  the  notice  of  this  great 
regular  Phyfician  \  who,  tho 9  affing  perhaps  in  his 
medicinal  praffice  according  to  the  rules  of  Phyfic, 
feems  in  his  praffices  againfl  me,  to  have  forgotten 
the  Rules  of  morality,  good  breedhig,  and  honour. 
On  this  Occafion,  being  defirous  to  know  what  was 
alledged  againft  me,  I  thought  proper  to  apply  my¬ 
felf  to  the  Surgeon,  the  writer  of  the  Letter.  From 
whom  having  received  only  an  evafive  and  Jhuffiing 
anfwer,  it  then  feemed  necejfary  to  apply  perfonally 
to  the  Doctor,  who  had  privately  imparted  and  com¬ 
municated  the  Letter  to  feveral  perfons. 

But  being  well  acquainted  with  his  talent  of  mift 
reprefenting  faffs,  by  adding  to  them  circumftances 
of  his  own  invention  \  1  had  the  precaution  to  take 
a  Gentleman  with  me,  who  will  atteft  the  truth  of 
what  paffed  at  this  Interview.  At  our  entrance  into 
the  DoffoAs  Hotife ,  who  had  not  the  manners  to  ajk 
us  to  walk  into  a  private  room  \  I  de fired  him  to  ac¬ 
quaint  me  with  the  contents  of  Mr.  Bigg’j  Letter ; 
which  he  abfolutely  refufed  to  do,  faying.  That  I  had 
no  right  thereto,  and  that  he  defired  no  farther 
dealings  with  me.  My  Anfwer  was  to  this  effeff, 
Th$t  I  did  not  in  the  lead  value  his  unjuft  com¬ 
bination 


bination  againft  me ;  and  that  if  ever  I  detected 
him  again,  in  making  fo  free  with  my  charadter,  I 
would  ufe  more  weighty  arguments,  than  I  had 
hitherto  done. 

This  was  the  fubftance  of  what  pajfed  at  this  in - 
terview ,  of  which  I  hear  the  Dodlor  complains  moft 
bitterly ,  and  gives  a  very  tragical  account  \  as  if 
I  had  treated  him  with  all  the  infolence  and  rudenefs 
imaginable.  This  I  abfo lately  deny ,  and  appeal  to 
the  Gentleman  who  was  with  me  as  I  do  to  all  thofe 
who  Jhall  read  my  two  Letters,  whether  any  treat¬ 
ment  can  be  properly  called  rude  and  infolent,  to¬ 
wards  One  who  has  abufed  me  in  fo  fcurvy  a  man- 
tier ,  fo  inconfiftent  with  the  character  of  a  Scholar , 
a  Phyfician ,  or  a  Gentleman. 

His  unfair  and  infidious  way  of  attacking  me  by 
his  Mercenaries ,  and  from  his  Majked  Batteries , 
obliged  me  to  change  the  feat  of  the  War  by  re¬ 
moving  my  camp  to  this  place :  which  if  I fhould ven¬ 
ture  to  do ,  He  declared ,  as  1  have  been  informed , 
that  he  would  certainly  anfwer  my  Letter.  Here  I 
hope  to  have  a  plain  and  open  Field  for  the  ingage- 
ment ,  which  yielding  a  clear  and  extenfive  profpedl ,  1 
may  eafily  reconnoitre  the  ground,  difcover  his  am- 
bufcades,  and  deter  his  Sappers  from  fpringing  any 
more  Mines,  leaf  they  Jloould  blow  him  up  and  bury 
themf elves  in  the  ruins.  Here  I  jhall  be  under  neap - 
prehenfions  of  the  fuccefs  of  his  intrigues  and  ftrata- 
gems  in  endeavouring  to  corrupt  the  Neutral  Powers . 
dhe  experience  I  have  already  had  of  their  candour  and 
impartiality,  indoingjujliceto  myPrefcriptions ,  ajfures 
me,  that  they  will  never  demean  themf  elves  fo  low , 
as  to  become  the  vile  tools  of  Medicinal  Artifice.  And 
they  may  reft  ajfured  themf  elves,  that  while  they  con¬ 
tinue  to  adl  according  to  their  Charadler,  and  the  great 
truft  repo  fed  in  them ,  that  1  /hall  never  attempt  the 
mixing  up  my  own  Prefcriptions,  in  fo  large  and  popu¬ 
lous  a  S  own ,  where  there  are  fo  many  Jliilful  and, 
faithful  Compounders  of  Medicines. 


SIR, 


S  I  It, 

DR.  Addington  having  pleaded  the 
advice  of  fome  of  his  Friends,  and  of 
You  in  particular,  as  the  reafon  for  not 
returning  any  public  Anfwer  to  my 
Letter,  written  to  him  above  a  year  ago  ;  I 
might  look  upon  this  as  a  fufficient  Excufe  for  my 
Application  to  You ,  on  the  prefent  occafion. 
But  as  You  have  thought  proper  to  make  your- 
felf  a  principal  in  this  affair,  You  have  abfolutely 
obliged  me  in  juftice  to  myfelf  to  take  this  me¬ 
thod.  In  your  Letter  of  advice  to  the  Dodlor, 
You  inferred,  if  I  am  rightly  informed,  by  way 
of  reafohs  for  that  advice ,  feveral  injurious  allega¬ 
tions  againft  me,  in  order  to  depreciate  my  charac¬ 
ter,  and  reprefent  me  as  a  perfon  not  deferving  to 
be  anfwered.  This  Letter  the  Docflor  fhews  a- 
bout  among  his  acquaintance,  and  endeavours  to 
put  it  off  as  a  kind  of  Anfwer  to  mine :  and  fince 
it  is  the  only  one  which  I  now  expedf,  I  muff  en¬ 
deavour  to  make  this  Addrefs  fubfervient  to  a 
double  purpofe,  as  a  Reply  to  him,  and  as  an  An* 
fwer  to  You. 

That  Dr.  Addington,  who  values  him- 
felf  fo  much  upon  being  a  Phyfician,  as  he  terms 
it,  regularly  bred ,  fhould  think  it  neceffary  to  call 
in  a  Surgeon  to  his  afiiftance,  in  a  difpute  relating 
folely  to  Phyficians,  may  feem  a  little  ffrange  to 
fome  Perfons :  but  then  they  are  only  fuch  as  are 
Unacquainted  with  your  character,  and  with  the 

B  necefiity 


neceffity  of  the  cafe.  They  do  not  know,  tha£ 
You  was  formerly  a  Surgeon  of  great  buflnefs  in 
London  ;  who,  though  you  might  not  openly  ven¬ 
ture  upon  the  practice,  had  yet,  in  your  own  ima¬ 
gination,  fo  much  fkill  in  the  Theory  of  Phyfic, 
as  fometimes  to  fetup  for  a  Judge  of  the  qualifi¬ 
cations  of  Phyficians.  They  do  not  know  the 
difficulties  under  which  your  Friend  the  Doctor 
laboured,  betwixt  the  World’s  expedition  of  a 
public  written  Anfwer ,  and  the  impoffibility  to  re¬ 
turn  a  juft  one.  A  private  vocal  Anfwer  he  had  often 
given,  both  at  home  and  abroad  :  but  it  did  not 
meet  with  thatapplaufe  which  he  expedted.  The 
torrent  of  his  eloquence  flowed  with  fuch  impe- 
tuofity,  that  it  raifed  no  little  mud  from  the  bot¬ 
tom  j  and,-  by  carrying  away  the  connexion  of 
the  fentences,  left  here  and  there  an  apparent  con¬ 
tradiction.  This  made  his  Speeches  the  fubjedt  of 
ridicule  now  and  then  in  converfation  :  which  gave 
fucceeding  auditors  fuch  a  prejudice,  that  they 
could  not  forbear  fmiling  at  the  very  opening  of 
his  caufe,  nor  reftrain  their  laughter  at  the  clofe  of 
it.  On  which  account  he  gladly  embraced  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  exchanging  the  hazardous  office  of  a 
pleading  Counfel,  for  the  more  fafe  and  eafy  em¬ 
ployment  of  a  Clerk  in  Court ;  and  frequently  read* 
with  an  audible  voice,  your  Letter  to  his  feledt  ac¬ 
quaintance  :  upon  whofe  partiality  he  thought  he 
could  depend,  to  fpread  the  calumnies  againft 
me  the  more  effedtually,  and  by  concealing  from 
me  the  precife  words  of  your  Letter ,  to  render 
it  impoffible  for  me  to  refute  them. 

Though  informed  early  of  thefe  clandeftine  pro¬ 
ceedings,  I  took  but  little  notice  of  them,  having 
no  apprehenfion  of  any  great  detriment  from  Sto¬ 
rks  lpred  in  fuch  a  low  and  dark  manner,  as 

fhewed7 


(  3  ) 

llie wed,  that  the  Spreader  himfelf,  though  not 
afhamed  of  what  he  was  doing,  was  however  afraid 
of  being  called  to  an  account  for  it.  Neither 
could  I  think,  that  a  difadvantageous  Charadter, 
in  a  Letter  from  any  one  Perfon,  could  have  raif- 
ed  a  prejudice  againft  me  :  much  lefs  could  I  ima¬ 
gine,  that  a  weak  report  that  there  was  fuch  a  Let- 
ter ,  the  contents  of  which  were  generally  unknown, 
and  only  whifpered  about,  Ihould  have  any  in¬ 
fluence  at  all  towards  leflening  my  Reputation. 
But  left  I  might  be  miftaken  in  both  refpedts,  I 
thought  it  better  to  endeavour  to  difcover  what 
the  afperflons  were  that  had  been  faid  to  have  been 
call  upon  me  :  with  which  view  I  wrote  You  the 
following  lines. 

S  I  R, 

7  Have  been  well  informed  that  Dr.  Addington 
1  of  Reading,  in  order  to  prejudice  me  in  my  cha¬ 
racter,  makes  frequent  ufe  of  a  Letter  faid  to  be  wrote 
by  You.  And  yet  I  am  not  confcious ,  upon  the 
JtriCteft  review  of  my  conduct ,  that  I  ever  gave  any 
juft  occafion  to  You ,  or  any  man  whatever ,  for  afper- 
fion.  Certain  I  am,  that  I  have  been  mifrepre- 
fented  under  the  colour  of  your  Letter  *,  and  have 
great  reafon  to  think,  that  You  have  been  fo  too ,  as 
it  will  not  want  for  improvement  to  my  difadvan- 
tage.  And  therefore  1  hope  you  will  be  fo  juft,  as 
to  let  me  know  the  real  contents  of  that  Letter,  if 
any  was  wrote  by  You.  Yhis  I  think,  fo  far  as  it 
concerns  me,  I  may  reafonably  expeCi  from  your  ge¬ 
neral  good  character,  and  am, 

SIR, 

April  7th,  Your  humble  Servant, 

1750.  '  Richard  Russel 

B  2  To 
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To  this  You  was  pleafed  to  return  me  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Anfwer ,  which  I  have  literally  copied  from 
the  original. 

Sr 

T  rccd  Tours  dated  ye  ytb  Inftant ,  Laft  November 
^  was  twtV month  Dr  Addington  and  D r 
L  ewis  of  Oxford  came  to  Wallingford  to  Vifit  a 
Lady  I  was  then  with  In  ye  Evening  Amongft  o- 
ther  Difcourfe  Dr  Addington  AJked  Dr 
L  ewis’j  Advice ,  Whether  or  not  He  ftoould  con - 
fait  with  You  as  a  Phyfician  You  having  never 
taken  Any  Degree  in  nor  had  He  heard  was  ever 
fo  much  as  a  Member  of  either  of  Oar  Univerfi- 
ty’ss  Dr  L  e  w  i  s  Anfwer ed  He  thought  Not ,  at 
that  time  they  both  Agreed  not  to  Meet  You  on  Con • 
filiation  as  a  Phyfician. 

Laft  Summer  After  a  Letter ,  fd  to  be  wrote  by 
You ,  was  Publiftoed ,  wch  I  never  faw ,  But  from 
what  1  heard  of  it  from  thofe  that  had ,  I  found 
that  Dr  Russel  heretofore  of  P/are ,  and  Z> 
R  u  s  s  e  l  of  Henley  was  the  fame  Perfon ,  1  wrote 
to  Dr  Addington  wth  my  Advice  not  to  give 
any  Anfwer  to  ye  Letter  but  to  dis pife  ye  Contents . 
And  my  Reafons  were  the  fame  that  I  gave  in  ye  Com¬ 
mittee  at  Christ  Hofpital  Agi1  Z>  Russels 
being  Appointed  to  have  ye  Care  of  ye  difeafed  Chil¬ 
dren  at  Hertford ,  When  He  Petitioned  for  that  Em¬ 
ployment,  Not  that  I  oppofed  Dr  Russel  out  of 
ill  Will  to  ye  Mian ,  but  purely  cut  of  Regard  to 
ye  poor  Children  and  that  Yruft  repcfed  in  me,  this 
Sr  As  near  as  1  can  guefs ,  was  ye  Contents  of 
ye  Letter  I  wrote  to  Dr  Addington. 

Sr 

ioth  April  1750,  Your  humble  Servant, 

T  h  os  Big  Go 
This 


(  5  ) 

This  Anfwer  being  not  at  all  fatisfadlory,  \ 
wrote  you  a  fecond  Letter  in  thefe  words. 

SIR, 

1  Had  the  favour  of  Tours ,  and  ftoould  have  been 

glad  if  Tou  had  been  a  little  more  'particular  in 
it,  which  would  have  prevented  my  giving  Tou  this 
fecond  trouble.  Tou  are  very  fenfible ,  that  the  Can¬ 
didates  are  never  prefent  at  the  debates  of  a  Commit¬ 
tee  in  your  Hofpitah  and  therefore  1  could  not  well 
be  fuppofed  to  know  the  Reafons  alledged  by  Tou ,  in 
that  debate,  to  which  your  Letter  refers  me,  in  re¬ 
gard  to  what  you  have  writ  to  Dr.  Addington 
concerning  me.  1  beg  therefore  that  Tou  will  be  fo 
good  as  to  favour  me  with  thofe  Reafons ;  and  there¬ 
by  give  me  an  opportunity  of  juftifying  myfelf  to  You, 
in  who fe  good  opinion  I  am  very  defir  o  us  to  ft  and  clear : 
and  I  do  not  doubt  from  your  known  char  abler  but 
that  Tou  y our f elf  will  be  glad  to  be  fet  right  in 
this  matter,  if  I  can  convince  Tou  that  Tou  have 
been  mifinformed  concerning  me.  We  all  know  very 
well  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  in  all  kinds  of  Elebti - 
ons  for  the  Candidates  to  be  mifreprefented  and  afperft 
ed,  which  may  be  the  cafe  of, 

S  I  R, 

April  1 8th,  1750.  Your  humble  Servant, 

Richard  Russel. 

To  this  you  have  not  vouchfafed  to  return 
one  fingle  word;  and  by  this  filence  have  plainly 
fhewed,  that  You  little  deferve  the  Char  abler  I  al¬ 
lowed  You.  For  You,  who  are  my  Accufer,  inform 
others,  but  will  not  inform  me,  of  the  crime  with 

which 


which  You  charge  me ;  impofing  upon  me  the 
pecefiity  of  firft  finding  it  out,  in  order  to  clear 
myfelf  of  it.  This  is  adting  in  a  very  arbitrary 
and  unreafonable  manner :  for  the  only  diredtion 
You  give  me,  in  order  to  the  difcovery,  is  much 
like  that  given  by  *  Syrus  to  Demea  in  the  Co¬ 
medy  •,  where  the  (ly  fervant  impofes  upon  his 
old  mailer  by  a  blind  and  falfe  direction,  and 
fends  him  on  a  fool’s  errand  to  find  out  his  bro¬ 
ther  Mitio.  You  refer  me  to  a  Speech,  in  a 
Committee  at  Chrift's  Hofpital ,  which  was  made 
by  You  above  feven  Years  ago  y  the  contents  of 
which,  at  fo  great  a  diltance  of  time,  You,  no 
doubt,  thought  it  impoflible  for  me  to  recover. 
But,  as  it  luckily  happens,  I  think  myfelf  able 
to  convince  You  to  the  contrary :  for  I  have  in 
my  hands  an  Anfwer  to  that  very  Speech,  as  it 
was  reprefented  to  me  by  fome  who  heard  it ; 
drawn  up  immediately  after  the  delivery  of  it, 
and  defigned  to  have  been  publifhed  foon  after. 
From  this  Anfwer  I  fhall  tranfcribe  a  few  extracts, 
which  I  think  as  proper  for  your  perufal  now,  as 
they  would  have  been  formerly ;  or  rather  more 
fo,  fince  I  may  venture  to  recommend  them,  as 
a  certain  remedy  againft  an  infirmity,  to  which 
You  feem  very  fubjedt,  a  voluntary  forgetful- 
nefs. 

Upon  the  firft  report  that  Dr.  W alley  in¬ 
tended  to  refign  his  place  of  Phyfician  in  that 
branch  of  Christ’s  Hofpital  which  is  at  Hert¬ 
ford,  which  happened,  I  think,  in  July  1742,  3 
Friend  of  mine  waited  upon  Mr.  Dansie,  Sur¬ 
geon,  who,  together  with  You  and  a  few  more, 
had  been  newly  added  to  the  Committee  of  Ab 

*  Terence,  Addt>h>  A£t  IV.  Sc.  2. 
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llloners.  My  Friend’s  requeft  was,  to  defire  his 
vote  and  intereft,  for  my  removal  to  Hertford 
from  Ware ,  where  I  had  taken  care  of  the  health 
of  the  Children  with  good  fuccefs,  for  above  two 
years  ;  for  the  truth  of  which,  he  appealed  to  the 
refult  of  any  enquiry  that  might  be  made  about 
it.  And  for  farther  knowledge,  Mr.  Dansie  was 
referred  to  an  intimate  acquaintance  of  his,  who 
had  promifed  to  fpeak  to  him  in  my  favour. 
Mr.  Dansie  feemed  to  approve  of  all  that  my 
Friend  had  faid  ;  who  took  his  leave  perfedtly  fa- 
tisfied  with  his  anfwer,  being  as  favourable  as  he 
could  defire  upon  the  firft  application.  But  it 
happened  unfortunately,  that  the  Gentleman  for- 
got  to  perform  his  promife.  So  that  when 
Dr.  Wallet  had  actually  refigned,  and  I  with 
my  Friend  waited  perfonally  upon  that  great  Sur¬ 
geon  to  ingage  and  fecure  his  intereft,  we  met 
with  a  denial  attended  with  a  reception  too  fhock- 
ing  to  mention. 

Though  this  rebuff  difconcerted  me  not  a 
little,  I  foon  recovered  myfelf,  upon  application 
to  other  Ele£tors  who  received  me  in  as  civil  a 
manner,  and  difmiffed  me  with  as  kind  an  an¬ 
fwer,  as  I  could  reafonably  expedL  Among  the 
reft,  your  civility  was  very  remarkable ;  when 
with  a  fmiling  countenance,  and  in  a  very  gra¬ 
cious  manner.  You  told  me  at  Child's  Coffee- 
Houfe,  that  You  fhould  only  beg  leave  to  make 
fome  inquiry  concerning  what  I  faid  •,  that  You 
fhould  confult  with  others,  and  determine  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  beft  of  your  Judgment.  This  gave 
me  great  hopes,  that  your  determination  would 
be  in  my  favour  ^  fince  my  behaviour  and  fuccefs 
in  the  Hofpital  at  Ware \  I  imagined,  would  na- 

rurally 


iurally  incline  You,  upon  inquiry  and  confutation:, 
to  promote  my  pretenfions. 

This  unfufpedted  difiimulation  of  yours,  when 
difcovered,  made  the  rude  and  unmannerly  treat¬ 
ment  from  your  noify  Brother  Dansie  feem  lefs 
defer  ving  refen tment.  His  was  fincere,  though 
rough;  prevented  a  good  deal  of  trouble,  and 
lofs  of  time  in  attendance;  and  put  me  upon  my 
guard  againfl  him  as  an  open  and  profeffed  ene¬ 
my.  On  the  contrary,  your  fmiling  civility  amufed 
and  kept  me  in  a  date  of  dependence,  led  me  on 
in  vain  hopes  by  your  pretending  to  be  undeter¬ 
mined  in  your  choice,  and  to  be  diredled  by  the 
bed  information  You  could  get:  when  at  that 
very  time  You  had  a&ually  engaged,  in  concert 
with  your  Brother  Surgeon,  to  promote  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  other  Candidate,  and  was  then  ex¬ 
erting  your  utmoft  endeavours  in  his  favour.  In 
fhort,  that  Candidate  having  been  bred  a  Sur¬ 
geon,  this  gave  him,  in  the  opinion  of  You  Both, 
a  qualification  fuperior  to  all  others ;  You  made 
a  point  of  it,  and  refolved  to  bring  him  in,  if 
poffible,  in  oppofition  to  a  Phyfician. 

When  the  Eledion  came  on,  your  Brother  Sur¬ 
geon  began,  in  a  Stentorean  voice,  which  was 
diftindtly  heard  in  the  adjacent  rooms  ;  a  voice 
more  proper  to  command  and  terrify,  than  to 
perfuade  and  engage ;  and  I  was  well  allured, 
that  Ton  in  a  fofter  tone  only  repeated  and  in- 
larged  upon  the  topics  of  your  Brother’s  in- 
ve&ive  ;  fo  that  your  Speech  was  no  more  than 

a  faint  echo  of  his  vociferation. - The  whole 

of  what  You  faid  turned  upon  thefe  two  AfFer- 
tions.  That  there  was  more  occafion  for  a  Sur¬ 
geon  than  a  Phyfician,  to  take  care  of  the  Hof- 
pital  at  Hertford ;  and  that  X  knew  nothing  at  all 
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of  Surgery.  I  fhall  not  trouble  You  with  the 
particular  examination  of  thefe  two  Aflertions; 
but  fhall  only  obferve  juft  as  much  from  it,  as 
will  be  fufficient  to  fliew  the  falfity  of  them 
both. 

As  to  the  Firft,  no  more  is  neceflary  than  to 
fettle  the  true  meaning  of  the  term  Surgeon,  and 
the  nature  of  the  Hofpital  in  queflion.  A  Sur¬ 
geon  denotes  one,  who  having  ferved  an  ap- 
prenticefhip,  and  pradtifed  for  fome  time  on 
his  own  account,  is  prefumed  to  have  attained 
a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  art  in  all  its 
branches.  The  Hofpital  at  Hertford  is  no  more 
than  a  Building  fet  apart  for  the  maintenance 
and  education  of  boys  and  girls.  To  what  dis¬ 
orders  and  maladies  are  fuch  as  thefe  moft  ex- 
pofed?  Are  they  more  fubjedt  to  Fradtures  and 
Ulcers,  than  to  Fevers  and  other  common  dif- 
tempers?  Though  the  queftion  was  folely  con¬ 
cerning  fuch  an  Hofpital  as  this.  You  had  cer¬ 
tainly  uppermoft  in  your  mind,  either  the  Hofpi- 
tals  of  St.  Bartholomew  and  St.  Thomas,  or  thole 
of  Kingjland  and  Kent- fir eet:  in  thefe  a  Surgeon 
may  be  more  neceflary  than  a  Phyfician.  But 
what  think  You  of  the  Hofpitals  of  Bedlam  and 
Bridewell  f  Can  You  affirm,  that  Surgeons  are  more 
neceflary  than  Phyficians  there  ;  unlefs  You  allow 
the  Keepers  in  the  one,  and  thofe  who  are  obliged 
to  give  the  neceflary  corrections  in  the  other,  to 
be  a  fort  of  Chirurgeons ,  flnce  they  both  fo  fre¬ 
quently  make  ufe  of  manual  operation,  and  the 
latter  let  blood  with  as  great  dexterity,  and  with  as 
much  fafety  at  leaft,  as  Yourfeif  ?  And  I  may  defy 
You  to  affign  a  good  reafon,  why  a  Surgeon  is  more 
proper  or  neceflary  than  a  Phyfician  at  an  Hofpi¬ 
tal  for  the  education  of  Children,  than  at  one 
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which  is  appropriated  to  the  Idle  or  to  the  Dii- 
trailed. 

In  proof  of  your  fecond  AflTertion,  You  alledged 
only  this  fhort  argument,  44  He  knows  nothing 
44  at  all  of  Surgery ;  for  where  could  he  learn  it? 
44  He  was  indeed,  as  I  have  heard,  a  little  while 
C4  in  an  Apothecary’s  fhop  but  what  Surgery 
44  could  he  learn  there?”  This  double  interroga¬ 
tion,  like  a  two-edged  lancet,  cut  both  ways  *,  in- 
finuating,  that  as  I  knew  nothing  of  Surgery,  fo 
all  that  I  knew  of  Phyfic  was  acquired  during  the 
little  time  that  I  was  (as  You  fay)  in  an  Apothe¬ 
cary’s  fhop.  At  prefent  I  fhall  only  confider  the 
force  of  the  Argument  contained  in  this  double 
Queftion,  as  it  relates  to  Surgery.  44  He  knows 
44  nothing  of  Surgery ;  for  where  could  he  learn 
44  it?”  That  is,  He  knows  nothing  of  it,  be- 
caufe  I  don’t  know  where  he  could  learn  it.  As 
weak  as  this  way  of  arguing  may  feem,  it  hap¬ 
pened  to  pafs  current  with  the  Majority  of  the 
Committee,  though  fome  of  the  Minority  re¬ 
turned  a  fufficient  anfwer,  by  faying,  TheDo&or 
gave  full  fatisfa&ion  to  this  Committee,  as  to  his 
knowledge  of  fuch  parts  of  Surgery  as  Phyficians 
ought  to  be  acquainted  with,  and  which  were  fuf¬ 
ficient  for  our  Hofpital  at  Ware ,  when  we  chofe 
him  to  take  care  of  it ;  and  the  conftant  fuccefs 
he  has  had  there  is  a  demonflrative  proof,  that 
he  did  not  impofe  upon  us  by  pretences  to  any 
fkill  which  he  had  not. 


But  no  reafons  could  have  had  any  influence 
upon  You  or  your  brother  Surgeon,  who  came 
thither,  not  to  debate  and  canvas  the  matter,  in 
order  to  chufe  the  Candidate  that  fhould  appear 
to  be  the  moft  proper ;  but  who,  having  fix’d 
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upon  the  Perfon,  and  engaged  a  *  bare  majority 
of  Votes,  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  prate  a  little 
for  form’s  fake,  and  then  to  call  for  the  queflion. 
Had  not  this  been  the  cafe,  You  would  never  have 
ventured  to  expofe  yourfelf  to  the  ridicule,  which 
might  have  been  juftly  levelled  at  You  for  your 
paradoxical  and  abfurd  way  of  talking.  You  re- 
prefented  a  Phylician  totally  ignorant  of  the  little 
trivial  Cafes  in  Surgery  ;  and  yet,  at  the  fame 
time.  You  recommended  a  Surgeon,  as  fuch  an 
adept  in  Phyfic,  that  he  was  the  properefl  perfon 
to  take  care  of  the  fame  Children  in  all  manner 
of  diftempers.  What  could  occafion  fuch  a  vaft 
difference  in  our  parts  and  abilities  ?  Why,  ac¬ 
cording  to  your  account,  nothing  but  the  happy 
circumftance  of  having  ferved  an  apprenticefhip 
to  a  regular  Surgeon,  and  thereby  attained  to  the 
fame  dignity.  This  is,  in  your  opinion,  a  quali¬ 
fication  fuperior  to  any  that  is  generally  acquired 
by  fludy,  languages,  and  travel. 

That  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Committee  had  no 
fuch  high  opinion  of  the  neceffity  of  Surgery  in 
its  fulleft  acceptation,  nor  even  of  its  life  in  their 
Hofpital,  preferable  to  Phyfic,  is  evident  from 
their  allowance  of  Bills,  fpecifying  each  particular 
relating  to  Phyfic,  which  amount  annually  to  a 
confiderable  fum  •,  but  lumping  all  that  regards 
Surgery  in  general  for  a  whole  year,  and  limiting 
it  to  the  trifling  fum  of  Six  pounds .  This  is  a  full 
proof,  that  they  looked  upon  the  difeafes  of  their 
Children,  which  flood  in  need  of  medicinal  pre- 
fcriptions,  to  require  the  greatefl  knowledge  and 
attendance.  And  this,  no  doubt,  determined 


*  I  was  informed  that  I  loft  the  Election  hut  by  one-  ftngle 
Vote. 
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them  to  the  choice  of  Phyficians,  rather  than  Sur¬ 
geons  both  at  Ware  and  Hertford ,  leaving  thofe 
Phyficians  at  liberty  to  call  in  a  Surgeon  whenever 
occafion  fhould  require.  Upon  which  account,  it 
cannot  but  feem  ftrange^  that  You  fhould  have  the 
afttirance  to  advance  an  Affertion  fo  diredlly  con¬ 
trary  to  the  Committee’s  former  fentiments  and 
practice ;  and  ftranger,  I  think,  that  you  fhould 
not  be  more  vigoroufty  oppofed  in  it. 

For  how  eafily  might  the  whole  harangues  of 
you  Both  have  been  anfwered  in  this  or  the  like 
fhort  manner  ?  cc  Pray,  Gentlemen,  how  came 
“  you  T wo,  who  have  been  fo  little  time  of  this 
*c  Committee,  and  never  at  an  election  of  this 
44  nature  before,  to  take  fo  much  upon  You,  as  to 
46  prefume  to  direct  us  in  our  prefent  choice,  and 
44  at  the  fame  time  to  condemn  us  for  our  paft  ? 
44  According  to  You,  we  were  guilty  of  great  folly, 
44  in  chufing  a  Phyfician  at  Ware ,  who  did  not 
44  underftand  the  whole  art  of  Surgery,  and  re- 
44  je&ing  a  *  Candidate,  who,  having  been  bred 
sc  a  Surgeon,  could  not  but  underftand  it.  And 
44  this  folly,  for  want  of  Two  Surgeons  amongft 
46  us,  has  been  fo  habitual  and  inveterate,  that  we 
44  have  not  taken  one  right  ftep  almoft  thefe  twenty 
44  years,  by  always  chufing  Phyficians  into  the 
44  two  branches  of  our  Hofpital.  —  This  prefent 
44  meeting  was  appointed  for  the  Election  of  a 
44  Phyfician ,  thefe  are  the  very  words  of  the  Sum- 
44  mons :  according  to  which,  we  are  no  more 
44  impowered  to  eledl  a  Surgeon ,  than  a  School - 
44  mafier ,  at  this  time  *,  nor  can  we  any  more  con- 
44  vert  one  of  thefe  into  the  other,  than  we  can  all 

•  There  was  a  Surgeon  candidate  with  me  when  I  was 
defied  at  Ware, 

44  three 
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44  three  into  Matrons  or  Nurfes. — -No  perfon,unac- 
44  quainted  with  the  nature  of  our  Hofpital  at  Hert - 
44  for h  but  would  have  neceffarily  concluded  from 
44  your  Speeches,  that  it  was  a  receptacle  for  Crip- 
44  pies  or  difeafed  people,  and  moft  likely  a  Branch 
44  of  your  St.  Bartholomew' s,  or  of  your  Brother’s 
44  Lock  at  Kingjland .  Without  this  fuppofition, 
44  there  is  no  reafoning,  no  confiftency  in  what 
44  either  of  You  have  faid  ;  who,  to  prove  an 
44  equal  neceflity  for  the  fkill  of  Surgeons  in  the 
44  care  of  our  Children,  fhould  have  proved  them 
44  equally  obnoxious  to  thofe  difeafes  and  misfor- 
44  tunes,  which  are  the  fubjedts  of  your  art  in 
44  thofe  other  Hofpitals.  —  In  fhort.  Gentle- 
44  men,  be  content  with  giving  your  own  votes  as 
44  you  pleafe,  but  do  not  pretend  to  lead  us  by 
44  the  ears,  much  lefs  by  the  nofes ;  which 
44  being  perfectly  found,  have  no  occafion  for  your 
44  handling.  For  your  eloquent  harangues  prove 
44  nothing  but  your  partiality  to  your  own  frater- 
44  nity  ;  and  your  infolence  in  treating  this  whole 
44  Committee,  as  ignorant  and  void  of  common 
44  fenfe,  till  you  vouchfafed  to  bring  feme  among 
44  us.” 

I  wonder  what  extemporary  Reply  either  Ton  or 
your  Brother  could  have  made  to  this  ;  and  ima¬ 
gine,  that  the  only  way  to  Ihew  that  You  could 
have  made  any  then,  will  be  for  You  Yourfelf  to 
make  fome  now,  after  fo  long  deliberation.  And 
this,  I  think,  you  fhould  be  the  rather  induced  to 
do,  fince  it  cannot  but  be  grateful  to  your  Friends  ; 
who  will  be  glad  to  fee  fome  kind  of  juftifica- 
tion  of  their  condudt,  in  adling  all  contrary  to 
what  they  did  about  two  years  before,  feverai 
contrary  to  their  repeated  declarations,  and  fome 
contrary  to  exprefs  promifes. 

It 


It  was  necettary  for  me  to  be  thus  particular  in 
the  relation  of  a  Tranfa&ion  that  patted  above  feven 
Years  ago :  becaufe  my  prefumption  in  appearing 
as  a  Candidate  for  a  Phyfician’s  place  againft  a 
Surgeon,  was  the  foie  caufe  of  your  malicious  in- 
ve&ive  againft  me  at  that  time  ;  and  becaufe  You 
refer  me  to  that  very  inve&ive,  for  the  fubftance 
of  that  revived  fcandal,  which  You  have  fo  lately 
propagated  againft  me.  You  wrote  to  Dr.  Ad- 
dincton,  You  own,  with  your  advice  not  to  give 
any  anfwer  to  my  Letter,  but  to  mspife  the  con¬ 
tents :  and  your  Reafons  were  the  famey  You  fay, 
that  you  gave  in  the  Committee  againft  my  being  ap¬ 
pointed  to  have  the  care  of  the  dif&afed  Children  at 

Hertford . - Now,  according  to  the  account, 

given  me  by  perfons  who  heard  that  Speech,  and 
within  a  day  or  two  after  You  delivered  it,  all 
that  You  faid  in  diminution  of  my  character 
was,  “  That  I  knew  nothing  of  Surgery,  or,  as  I 
44  fuppofe  you  muft  mean,  that  I  was  not  bred 
a  Surgeon.”  Could  this  be  any  Reafon  why 
Dr.  Addington  fhould  follow  your  Advice  not 
to  anfwer  my  Letter ,  but  to  dis pife  the  con¬ 
tents  ?  As  that  Letter  regarded  Phyftc  alone,  what 
fignified  it  whether  I  underftood  Surgery  or  not  ? 
You  might  as  well  have  aftigned  it  as  the  reafon  of 
vour  advice ,  that  I  did  not  underftand  any  thing  elfe 
that  is  unnecettary  to  Phyfic.  But  in  the  few  words 
which  you  prefently  add,  you  let  me  farther  in¬ 
to  the  contents  of  your  Letter  to  Dr.  Addington, 
than  I  have  reafon  to  think  You  defigned.  Not 
that  I  oppofed  Dr.  Russel,  fay  You,  out  of  ill 
will  to  the  man,  but  purely  out  of  regard  to  the 
poor  Children ,  and  that  truft  repo  fed  in  me.  This 
is  at  one  and  the  fame  time  very  tender,  and  very 
fevere ;  mighty  confcientious,  and  exceedingly 

malicious. 


(  *5  ) 

malicious.  For  it  reprefents  me  fo  very  ignorant 
of  Phyfic,  as  well  as  Surgery,  (there  being  no  li¬ 
mitation  to  the  latter)  as  to  be  utterly  unfit  to  be 
trufted  with  the  care  of  thefe  Children  ;  who  are 
here  emphatically  called  poor ,  as  being  not  un¬ 
likely  to  fall  under  fuch  unfkilful  hands  as  mine, 
by  which  it  is  plainly  intimated  that  others  had 
already  fuffered. 

But  this  addition  is  contradictory  to  the  prece¬ 
ding  Aflertion,  That  your  Reafons  in  the  Letter 
were  the  fame  which  you  gave  in  the  Committee „ 
For  it  is  certainly  one  thing,  to  fay  only,  That  1 
knew  nothing  of  Surgery  ;  and  it  is  another,  to 
fay.  That  You  oppofed  me  out  of  regard  to  the  poor 
Children ,  and  that  trufi  repofed  in  You.  The  for¬ 
mer  will  bear  this  interpretation.  That  though  I 
did  not  underftand  any  thing  of  Surgery,  yet  I 
might  poffibly  know  fomewhat  of  Phyfic :  but 
the  latter  excludes  all  knowledge,  both  of  the 
one  and  of  the  other.- — —There  is  likewife  ano¬ 
ther  circumftance,  which  fhews  that  the  Reafons 
by  You  given  in  the  Committee ,  and  thofe  given 
in  the  Letter ,  were  not  the  very  fame  :  in  the 
former  no  particular  inftance  whatever  of  my  on 
fkilful  or  unfuccefsful  pra&ice  was  alledged ;  in 
the  latter  fome  mention  was  made  of  a  Scalled 
head  uncured  at  Ware ,  as  I  have  been  lately  in¬ 
formed.  And  that  I  am  rightly  informed  I  make 
no  doubt;  fince  it  is  otherwife  unaccountable, 
how  this  particular  Cafe  fhould  come  to  be  talked 
of  at  this  Town,  upon  the  Doctor’s  (hewing 
your  Letter.  Hence  it  is  evident,  that  when  You 
tell  me,  that  the  Reafons  that  You  gave  him  for  your 
advice  were  the  same  that  You  gave  in  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  You  endeavour  only  to  irnpofe  upon 
me.  ‘  / 

That- 
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That  You  might  have  heard  fome  ftory  of 
this  kind,  either  from  my  Antagonift,  or  from 
perfons  in  his  intereft,  when  the  Election  at  the 
Hofpital  at  Hertford  was  coming  on,  is  not  at  all 
improbable :  it  being  common  at  fuch  times,  for 
falle  and  fcandalous  reports  to  be  difperfed  about, 
in  order  to  raife  a  prejudice  in  the  Eledlors,  a- 
gainft  one  Candidate,  in  favour  of  another.— 
But  fuppofing  this  report,  whatever  it  was,  to  have 
been  true,  it  could  be  of  no  confequence  as  to  me, 
even  had  I  been  a  Surgeon.  For  I  dare  fay,  You  of 
all  men  will  not  venture  to  affirm,  that  a  fingle 
inftance  of  ill  fuccefs  in  the  practice  of  Surgery 
will  prove  a  total  ignorance  of  the  Art :  left  You 
fhould  thereby  reduce  yourfelf  to  the  fame  level, 
upon  which  you  would  place  me.  But  that  You 
did  not  really  believe  this  report  yourfelf,  feems 
to  me  very  probable,  from  your  not  mentioning 
it  before  the  Committee.  To  fome  of  them  in 
whom  You  could  confide,  5tis  not  unlikely  You 
might  communicate  it :  but  it  was  too  dangerous 
to  expofe  fuch  a  random  trifling  ftory  to  the  exa¬ 
mination  of  my  friends  in  that  aflembly.  — 
We  will  however,  at  prefent,  fuppofe  it  to  be 
true,  and  that  it  fhewed  my  ignorance  of  Surgery  j 
yet  it  will  by  no  means  account  for  your  violent 
oppofition  to  me,  out  of  your  great  regard  to  the 
poor  Children ,  and  to  the  truft  repo  fed  in  You .  That 
muft  proceed,  if  the  reafon  affigned  be  true,  from 
a  full  belief  of  fuch  an  ignorance  in  me,  with  re- 
fpedt  to  Phyfic,  as  well  as  Surgery,  which  ren¬ 
dered  me  altogether  unfit  for  the  care  of  them. 
And  how  could  that  ignorance  be  fufficiently 
known  to  You,  but  by  fome  inftances  of  my  bad 
pradtice  in  the  Hofpital  at  Ware  ?  And  yet  You  did 
not  pretend  to  produce  any  one  inftance  of  that 

kind 
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kirid  before  the  Committee;  which  is  a  ftrong 
prefumptive  proof  that  You  really  did  not  know 
of  any.— — -And  indeed  it  was  impoflible  You 
fhould,  fince  I  knew  of  none  myfelf.  In  confi¬ 
dence  of  which,  my  addrefs  to  every  one  of  the 
Eledtors  was  to  this  purpofe :  ££  Sir,  having  been 
®£  in  your  fervice,  as  Phyfician  to  your  Hofpital 
cc  at  Ware ,  for  about  two  years,  I  hope  my  con- 
*c  ftant  -care  of  your  Children,  which  has  beeii 
4£  attended  with  good  fuccefs,  will  recommend 
C£  me  to  a  repetition  of  your  favour,  by  pro- 
<£  moting  my  removal  to  your  Hofpital  at  Hert- 
€C  for  dr  To  this  the  much  greater  part  at  chat 
time  anfwered.  That  my  requefl  feemed  very 
reafonable.  Having  thus,  as  I  imagined,  fecured 
a  majority  of  perfons  of  the  greatefl  fortune  and 
reputation,  I  did  not  think  it  neceflary  to  ply 
them  with  repeated  felicitations  from  others, 
which  I  might  have  eafily  procured.  Being  wil¬ 
ling  to  put  my  intereft  with  them  folely  upon 
that  footing,  which  they  themfelves  feemed  in- 
tirely  to  approve,  my  pad:  behaviour,  and  fuccefs 
in  their  fervice ;  I  thought  it  would  be  a  mark  of 
my  diftruft,  either  of  their  lenfe,  or  their  fincerity, 
to  trouble  them  with  importunities  from  their  ac¬ 
quaintance  ;  for  which  feveral  had  allured  me  that 
I  had  no  manner  of  oecafion,  and  others,  that  they 
fhould  not  in  the  lead:  be  influenced  by  them.  Had 
I  been  confcious  of  any  very  ignorant  or  unfuccefs- 
ful  practice,  I  fhould  probably  have  adled  in  a  quite 
different  manner;  and  endeavoured  to  over-balance 
the  prejudice  it  would  have  rai fed  againfl:  me,  by 
a  more  affiduous  attendance  upon  the  Eledfors,  a 
more  frequent  and  various  application  to  them, 
and  by  many  other  little  arts  commonly  pradlifed 
in  Eleflions  ;  of  which,  though  I  could  not  be 
ignorant,  yet  I  fcorned  to  make  ufe  of  them.  But 

D  I  found 


1  found  too  late,  from  the  cabals  of  You  and 
your  Brother  Surgeon,  that  all  the  little  ar¬ 
tifices  which  I  difclaimed  had  been  employed 
againft  me;  and  that  plain  and  open  dealing  was 
not  folely  to  be  depended  upon.  However,  I  had 
this  fatisfaclion  under  my  difappointment,  that 
it  was  occafioned  by  my  having  too  good  an  opi¬ 
nion  of  mankind,  that  I  had  ufed  no  difhonour- 
able  methods,  and  that  I  loft  the  eledtion  but  by 
one  Vote,  and  with  more  reputation  than  it  was 
gained  by  my  adverfary. 

Barely  to  relate  fuch  a  conduit  as  this,  is  fuffi- 
cient  to  expofe  it.  Two  Surgeons,  being  unex¬ 
pectedly  added  to  a  Committee  of  Almoners,  re- 
folved  to  bring  in,  at  the  very  firft  time  they  ever 
appeared  in  fuch  a  Committee,  a  brother  Surgeon 
to  be  Phyfician  to  the  Children  at  Hertford ,  in 
oppofition  to  the  Phyfician  to  the  Children  at 
Ware  ;  who  had  taken  care  of  them  with  con- 
ftant  fuccefs  for  near  two  years,  and  therefore 
thought  he  had  fome  kind  of  title  to  the  favour 
of  a  removal.  To  prevent  this  the  two  Sur¬ 
geons,  without  the  leaft  proof  of  his  incapacity, 
reprefent  him  as  an  improper  perfon :  the  one, 
with  confidence,  noife,  and  nonfenfe,  foaming  and 
roaring  like  a  torrent,  and  bearing  down  all  be¬ 
fore  him  ;  the  other,  like  a  frnooth,  gentle  ftream, 
purling  and  murmuring  along,  and  infenfibly  un¬ 
dermining  the  ground  whereon  I  flood. 

Having  thus  faithfully.  Sir,  reprefen  ted  your 
malevolent  and  treacherous  conduct  towards  me, 
in  hindering  my  being  elected  at  Hertford  above 
feven  years  ago,  of  which  I  hear  You  have  fo  fre¬ 
quently  boafted  ;  and  having  fhewn  the  falfhood 
of  your  pretences  in  your  late  evafive  Letter  to 
me,  That  the  Reafons  You  gave  Dr.  Addington 

againfi 
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. againfl  anfwering  my  Letter,  were  the  fame 
which  You  gave  in  the  Committee  againft  my  ele¬ 
ction  ;  I  fnall  now  make  fome  obfervations  upon 
fome  other  parts  of  your  Letter  to  me,  of  which 
I  have  not  hitherto  taken  any  notice. 

Lajl  Summer  after  a  Letter  fd  to  he  wrote  ly 

You ,  was  Publifhed ,  wch  1  never  faw  - - J 

wrote  to  Dr  Addington  with  my  Advice  not  to  give 
Any  Anfwer  to  ye  Letter  but  to  mspife  the  con¬ 
tents.  Did  the  Doctor,  by  writing  or  other- 
wife,  afk  your  Advice ,  Whether  he  ffiould  anfwer 
that  Letter  or  not?  If  he  did,  it  muff  be  on  fup- 
pofition  that  You  had  read  it,  or  would  foon  do 
It :  it  being  not  in  the  leaft  probable,  that  he 
would  afk  any  man’s  opinion.  What  it  was  pro¬ 
per  for  him  to  do  in  relation  to  a  Letter ,  which  he 
knew  that  Perfon  had  never  feen ,  nor  ever  in¬ 
tended  to  read.  If  he  did  not,  the  lead  that  can 
be  faid  of  your  Advice  is,  that  it  was  imperti¬ 
nently  officious.- - But  it  was  really  much  worfe, 

being  injurious  to  the  world,  and  to  your  Friend 
the  Doctor,  as  well  as  to  myfelf. 

When  a  perfon  has  received  injury  from  ano¬ 
ther  in  his  character,  and  cannot  procure  any  re- 
drefs  in  a  legal  way,  his  only  remedy  is  to  accufe 
the  Aggreffor,  and  to  bring  him  before  the  bar 
of  the  Public,  as  the  mod  proper  judge,.  When 
this  has  been  done,  all  perfons,  who  take  upon 
them  to  appear  in  the  affair,  are  obliged  to  fpeak 
the  truth ,  the  whole  truth ,  and  nothing  hut  the 
truth.  How  far  then  from  the  character  of  a 
juft  perfon  muff  He  be,  who  endeavours  to  ftffie 
and  fupprefs  the  truth ?  who,  appearing  in  behalf 
of  the  accufed,  not  only  declines  faying  any  thing 
himfelf  in  anfwer  to  the  accufation,  but  even  ad - 

D  2  vifes 
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vifes  him  to  return  no  anfwer  at  all ;  but  to  rely 
folely  upon  the  fuperiority  of  his  circumftances, 
and  to  defpife  whatever  had  been  juftly  advanced 
againft  him  by  his  accufcr?  The  natural  confe- 
quence  of  which  muft  be  a  random  and  unjuft 
judgment fince  many  will  pafs  fentence,  not  ac¬ 
cording  to  any  certain  information,  but  according 
to  uncertain  reports,  and  their  own  particular  fan¬ 
cies  or  affedlions. - -Next  to  an  abfolute  denial 

of  the  authority  of  any  judicature,  an  obftinate 
filence  in  refufing  to  plead  is  the  greateft  indig¬ 
nity  that  can  be  offered  to  it :  which  being  juftly 
looked  upon  as  equivalent  to  a  confeffion  of  the 
charge,  is  attended  with  a  punifhment  fometimes 
more  fevere,  than  would  have  been  inflidted,  had 
It  been  proved  by  the  moft  undeniable  evidence. 
Thus  the  Public,  being  unjuftly  kept  from  that 
information  which  it  ought  to  receive,  is  expofed  to 
the  hazard  of  pafting  a  wrong  judgment,  and  the 
accufed  perfon  to  all  the  inconveniences  attend¬ 
ing  it.  And  therefore  your  condudt  towards  your 
Friend,  whom  You  would  have  the  world  believe 
to  be  intirely  innocent,  is  really  unaccountable ; 
being  to  him,  though  undefignedly,  as  injurious, 

as  it  was  defignedly  to  the  Public. - But  to  me 

it  was  moft  of  ail  lb,  not  only  hindering  me,  as 
far  as  poflibly  You  could,  from  receiving  any  fa- 
tisfadlion  for  the  injuries  I  had  received,  but  like- 
wife  loading  me  with  new. 

What  has  been  here  faid  might  have  been  fuf- 
ncient  in  anfwer  to  your  Advice ,  even  on  fuppo- 
fition,  that  you  had  read  my  Letter ,  before  you 
gave  it:  but  fince  you  declare  by  way  of  con¬ 
tempt,  that  You  never  faw  it ,  it  will  not  be  im¬ 
proper  to  add  a  few  words  with  refpedf  to  that 
wife  declaration .  It  is  fomewhat  ftrange,  that  a 

Letter , 
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Letter ,  which  was  foon  difperfed  in  two  Edi¬ 
tions^  and  made  fome  noife  in  the  world,  fhould 
not  excite  your  curiofity,  as  well  as  that  of  fo 
many  Phyficians,  Surgeons,  and  Apothecaries. 

• - -But  it  is  perhaps  your  way,  not  to  read  any 

thing,  written  by  a  perfon  whom  You  diflike. 
Yet,  as  this  Letter  was  the  very  fubjecft  matter, 
about  which  You  was  going  to  give  your  advice , 
one  would  imagine,  that  on  this  particular  occa- 
fion,  You  might  for  once  have  difpenfed  with  a 
rule  laid  down,  only  for  your-  own  obfervation. 

- - But  it  is  poftible,  You  might  think  your 

extempore  Advice ,  without  any  previous  inquiry, 
would  be  as  good,  as  if  it  had  been  the  refult  of 
the  matured:  deliberation.  And  fo  I  own  it  was, 
iince  to  advife  a  perfon  not  to  anfwer  a  Letter , 
which  he  could  not  anfwer ,  might  be  done  as 
well  before,  as  after  reading  it.- - -This,  how¬ 

ever,  will  by  no  means  excufe  You,  who  advifed 
your  Friend,  not  only  not  to  give  any  anfwer  to  my 
Letter ,  but  to  mspife  [in  true  fpelling  de fpife\ 
the  contents.  How  could  You  give  this  advice , 
without  knowing,  whether  they  deferved  to  be 
defpifed  or  not?  and  how  could  Yow  know  this, 
without  knowing  what  they  were  ?  It  was  eafy, 
indeed,  for  the  Doctor  to  follow  the  former 
part  of  your  advice ,  by  doing  nothing :  but  to 
obferve  the  latter,  it  was  neceftary  to  employ  his 
judgment  in  examining  minutely  the  contents  of 
my  Letter ;  left  by  pretending  to  defpife  That,  which 
was  judged  by  others  to  be  a  juft  vindication  of 
myfelf,  he  might  render  himfelf  defpicahle. 

But  it  may  be  imagined,  that  though  You  ne¬ 
ver  faw  my  Letter ,  yet  You  might  have  heard 
the  contents  from  others.  This  You  do  not  in 
the  kaft  pretend  to  have  done :  for  your  words 
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are,  Loft  Summer  after  a  Letter,  fd  to  he  wrote  hy 
You  was  Publifhed ,  wch  I  never  faw ,  But  from 
what  I  heard  of  it  from  thofe  that  had ,  I  found 
that  Dr  Ruffel  heretofore  of  Ware,  and  Dr  Ruffel 
of  Henley  was  the  fame  Perfon ,  I  wrote  to  Dr  Ad¬ 
dington,  &c.  All  that  can  be  juftiy  inferred 
from  this  nonfenfical  period  (for  fuch  it  certainly 
is)  is  no  more  than  this,  That  from  what  You 
heard  of  my  Letter  from  thofe  that  had  feen  it ,  You 
found  nothing  but  that  Dr .  Russel  of  Ware,  and 
Dr.  Russel  of  Henley  was  the  fame  per [on :  and 
therefore,  or  thereupon.  You  wrote  to  Dr.  Ad¬ 
dington  with  your  advice,  &c.  Your  whole  rea- 
foning  therefore  in  this  place  muff  run  thus: 
Dr.  Russel,  heretofore  of  Ware ,  being  a  perfon 
of  little  or  no  fkill,  could  write  nothing  but  what 
deferved  to  be  defpifed:  Dr.  Russel  of  Henley  is 
the  very  fame  individual  Perfon:  Therefore  Dr, 
Russel  of  Henley  can  write  nothing  but  what  de¬ 
fences  to  be  defpifed.  Such  fine  reafoning  as  this 
fhews  indeed  fuch  excellent  abilities,  that,  for  my 
part,  I  will  not  prefume  to  difpute  your  right  to 
the  privilege,  which  You  feem  to  claim,  of  cha¬ 
rade  rifmg  perfons  whom  You  never  knew,  of 
cenfuring  Books  which  You  never  read,  of  giving 
your  advice  upon  the  contents  of  Letters  which 
You  never  faw.  Nay,  if  You  infill  upon  it,  fince 
it  is  equally  reafonable  and  practicable,  I  will  not 
oppofe  You  in  ufing  the  like  method  in  your 
chirurgical  operations ;  You  may,  if  You  pleafe, 
undertake  the  ranked  venereal  cafe  without  any 
infpeCtion,  You  may  ufe  your  probe  and  your 
fyringe  blindfold,  and  let  blood  in  the  dark  to 
fhew  your  dexterity. 
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Having  confidered  every  part  of  your  Letter 
to  me,  in  which  Tou  are  principally  concerned, 

I  fhall  now  make  fome  obfervations  upon  the  firit 
part  of  it ;  which  I  paiTed  by  before,  becaufe  it 
relates  to  Dr.  Lewis,  Dr.  Addington,  and  My- 
felf,  running  thus.  Sir,  I  redd  yours  dated  ye 
yth  Inftant ,  Laft  November  was  tw el* month  Dr. 
Addington  and  Dr.  Lewis  of  Oxford  came  to  Wal¬ 
lingford  to  Vifit  a  Lady  I  was  then  with  In  the 
Evening  Amongft  other  Difcourfe  Dr.  Addington 
AJked  Dr.  Lewis’.?  Advice ,  Whether  or  not  He 
fhould  confult  with  Tou  as  a  Phyfician  Tou  having 
never  taken  Any  Degree  in  nor  had  he  heard ,  was 
ever  fo  much  as  a  Member  of  either  of  Our  Univer- 
fitys  Dr  Lewis  'Anfwer  ed  He  thought  not ,  at  that 
time  they  both  agreed  not  to  meet  Tou  n  Confult  a - 
tion  as  a  Phyfician.  Whoever,  being  unapprifed 
of  the  difpute  betwixt  Dr.  Addington  and 
me,  attentively  compares  this  with  my  firfl  Letter 
to  You,  can  never  imagine,  that  this  paragraph 
was  ever  intended  as  an  Anfwer  to  any  parti¬ 
cular  part  of  it.  My  foie  inquiry  was.  What 
were  the  contents  of  your  Letter  fent  to  Dr.  Ad¬ 
dington  concerning  me?  Your  evafive  Anfwer 
begins  with  a  formal  dory  about  Dr.  Adding- 
ton’j  and  Dr.  Lewi  s’ j  meeting  Tou  at  Walling¬ 
ford  ;  which  has  no  manner  of  relation  to  my 

inquiry - .And  yet  I  cannot  charge  you  with 

beginning  thus  oddly,  merely  by  chance,  and  at 
random ;  having  reafon  to  think,  that  it  was  done 
by  defign,  and  with  a  politic  view  to  advance  in- , 
fenfibly  fome  kind  of  Apology  for  fome  of  your 
great  Friend  the  Doctor’s  many  in  confidences 
and  falfe  pretences.  The  grand  and  capital  pre¬ 
tence,  which  he  laid  down  as  the  foundation  of 

his 
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liis  ftrange  treatment  of  me,  was,  *  “  That  he  lay 
“  under  an  obligation,  which  hindered  him  from 
cc  joining  in  Confutation  with  me,  having  en- 
teied  into  an  f  Agreement,  fome  time  before, 
<c  with  Dr.  Frew  in  and  Dr.  Pitt  of  Oxford , 
“  Dr.  H  ayes  of  Windfor ,  and  Dr.  Zinzan  of 
cc  Reading y  not  to  confult  with  any  of  the  Pro- 
feffion,  who  had  not  taken  a  Degree  either  at 
<c  Oxford  or  Cambridge In  anfwer  to  this,  I 
told  him,  that  “  This  could  not  but  feem  very 
“  ftrange  to  me,  with  whom  the  laft  had  adlually 
*c  confulted,  and  with  whom  Dr.  Hayes  had 
“  declared  his  willingnefs  to  confult. 59  In  my 
Letter  I  afterwards  informed  him,  that  Dr.  Hayes 
“  ||  declared  that  he  had  never  entered  into  any 
“  fuch  Agreement  with  him*”  that  Dr.  Pitt 

*  Letter  to  Dr.  Addington,  p.  io* 

•f  See  an  inltance  of  a  real  Agreement  fimilar  to  this  pre¬ 
tended  one  in  An  Account  of  a  Medical  contronjerfy  in  the  City  of 
Cork ,  where  Dr.  Blair  was  unjuftly  and  ungen eroufly  at¬ 
tacked  by  four  Phyficians;  who,  being  alarmed  at  his  having 
cured  a  patient  whom  they  had  all  given  over,  “drew  up  a 
te  Paper  to  be  figned  by  all  the  Phyficians  they  could  in- 
£c  fluence,  or  terrify,  and  which  was  figned  by  a  certain 
“  number ;  containing  a  mutual co?nhination  of  all  the  Perfons  njjho 
<c  put  their  names  to  it ,  binding  them  up,  from  confulting  <vjith 
ec  Dr.  Blair,  under  certain  particular  penalties  iherein  mentioned, 
te  But  this  foon  diifolved  of  itfelf,  as  an  illegal  deed,  which 
<e  was  found  to  be  rather  more  detrimental  to  the  gentlemen 
<c  who  figned  it  than  to  any  other :  fo  that  it  remains  only  in 
“  remembrance  here,  as  a  Ruin  and  a  Wreck  of  that  Horm, 
sc  which  raged  only  at  the  expence  of  thofe  who  raifed  it ; 
“  whereas  it  has  rolled  on  to  anfwer  all  the  good  purpofes 
£e  their  adverfary  could  have  defired  or  expedted  from  the 
<s  ftrongeft  funfhine  of  their  favour;  like  the  feemingly  con - 
u  tradidting  and  fecondary  caufes  of  elemental  jftrife,  that 
“  operate  in  Nature  for  bringing  forward  the  general 
€s  good.  Page  40. 

II  lbid,p.  31. 
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had  laid,  44  *  That  the  Phyficians  of  Oxford 
*c  never  refufe  to  confult  with  thofe  of  a  Foreign 
44  degree,  provided  they  have  alfo  a  Licence  from 
44  the  College  of  Phyficians  in  London and  as 
to  Dr.  Frewin,  I  had  before  fhewed '  44  ff  the 
44  improbability  of  his  entering  with  Him  into 
46  any  fuch  ingagement.35 

All  that  Dr.  Addington,  by  way  of  reply  to 
this,  has  ever  advanced  in  any  of  his  vocal  ha¬ 
rangues,  as  far  as  I  have  been  informed,  is,  That 
he  did  not  name  Dr.  Frewin,  and  that  Dr.  PiTT 
meant  fuch  a  Licence  from  the  College  as  im- 
powers  a  perfon  to  praClife  Phyfic  within  the 
Bills  of  mortality. — — -In  contradiction  to  this,  I 
aver,  that  he  did  name  Dr.  Frewin  in  the  firft 
place  *,  and  I  appeal  even  to  You,  Whether  it  be 
not  as  probable,  that  he  fhould  mention  him,  tho9 
he  had  made  no  fuch  Agreement  with  him,  as  that 
he  fhould  name  Dr.  Hayes,  with  whom  like- 
wife  he  had  made  none. 

And  as  to  the  diftinftion  betwixt  Extra-Licen¬ 
tiates ,  allowed  to  praCtife  any  where  but  in  Lon¬ 
don  and  within  feven  miles  thereof,  and  Intra- 
Licentiates  impowered  to  praCtife  likewife  there; 
with  which  latter  only  it  is  pretended  that  Dr. 
Pitt  meant  44  the  Phyficians  of  Oxford  never 
44  refufed  to  confult  f 53  this  feems  to  be  no  other 
than  an  arbitrary  affertion,  not  warranted  by  any 
cuftom,  but  trumped  up  on  this  occafion,  only  to 
ferve  a  turn,  and  merely  in  oppofition  to  me. 
The  Licences  for  both  kinds  of  Licentiates  run  in 
aim  oft  the  very  fame  terms :  and  where  they  are 
different,  if  they  leem  more  to  the  advantage 
of  the  Intr a- Licentiate  in  one  relpeCl,  they  are 

F  Ibid.  p.  19,  20. 
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tliore  fo  to  the  Extra  Licentiate  in  another*. 

That  Dr.  Addington  had  no  notion  at  all  of 
this  diflindlion*  at  lead  that  he  had  no  regard 
to  it,  is  evident,  both  from  the  Agreement ,  into 
which  he  pretended  to  have  entered,  and  from 
his  own  condudl  at  that  very  time,  and  fmce. 
For  that  Agreement  was  general,  exclufive  of  all 
Phyficians,  who  had  not  taken  a  degree ,  either 
at  Oxford  or  Cambridge ,  and  confequently  of  all 
fuch,  as  well  Intra  as  Extra-Licentiates .  And  his 
practice,  tho9  diredtly  contrary  to  this  Agreementi 
proves  the  very  fame  thing :  for  at  that  very 
time  he  confulted  with  Dr.  Collett  of  New- 
bury ,  who  had  only  a  Foreign  degree,  and  was 
only  an  Extra-Licentiate ,  as  well  as  Myfelf.  By 
way  of  excufe  for  which  inconfiftency,  he  has 
fince  pleaded,  that  tho*  Dr.  Collett  did  not 
take  a  degree  at  either  of  our  Univerfities,  yet 
he  had  been  for  fome  little  time  a  member  of  a 
college  at  one  of  them.  But  this  will  by  no 
means  bring  Dr.  Addington  off,  and  reconcile 
his  conduct  with  h:s  Agreement  \  which  allowed 
of  no  exception  in  favour  of  any  of  thofe,  who 
had  been  entered,  and  only  flayed  a  little  time 
at  either  Dniverfity.  And  indeed  fuch  an  ex¬ 
ception  would  have  rendered  this  Agreement  flill 
more  unreafonable  and  ridiculous :  for  what  could 
the  bare  entry  of  a  man’s  name  in  the  College- 
books  contribute  to  the  proper  qualifications 
of  a  Fhyfician  ?  However  it  is  faid,  that  think¬ 
ing  better,  or  rather  worfe  of  this  matter  af¬ 
terwards,  to  render  his  condudl  more  confident 

'*  With  regard  to  the  former  the  words  are,  examlndjje  et 
■permifjje  do£tu?n  et  probum  <virum\  to  the  latter,  examinajfe  et  ap¬ 
probate  probum  <virum ;  who  is  not  limited  by  an y  conditional 
claufe  of  quamdiu  J'e  bene  gejferit,  as  the  other  is. 
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For  the  future,  he  refufed  to  confult  with  Dr. 
Collett^  upon  which  he  had  the  mortification 
to  find  himfelf  difcarded  from  attending  upon  an 
Honourable  Family. 

This  in  fome  meafure  accounts  for  the  odd- 
nefs  of  the  beginning  of  your  Letter ,  the  defign 
of  which  was  (no  doubt)  to  juilify  Dr.  Adding¬ 
ton’s  conduct,  by  the  authority  of  Dr.  Lewis. 
On  which  occafion  You  bring  them  Both  upon 
the  flage  very  abruptly;  and  reprefen t  the  former 
as  endeavouring  to  fliew  the  latter.  How  im¬ 
proper  a  perfon  I  was  to  be  confulted  with,  by 
alledging  againft  me  the  not  having  been  a  Mem¬ 
ber  of  one  of  our  Univerfities,  which  Dr.  Col¬ 
lett  had  been.  And  this  argument  had  it  feems 
fuch  an  influence  upon  Dr.  Lewis,  that  accord¬ 
ing  to  your  account,  when  Dr.  Addington 
afked  him,  Whether  he  fhould  confult  with  me  or 
not,  he  anfwered  immediately  He  thought  Not. 

The  fcene  of  this  fhort  but  comic  Dialogue, 
You  tell  me,  was  Wallingford ,  at  a  Lady’s 
where  You  then  was ,  I  fuppofe  on  a  confuta¬ 
tion;  and  the  time  was  in  the  month  of  Novem¬ 
ber  1748.  Now  fince  Dr.  Addington?  in  the 
preceding  July,  had  refufed  to  confult  with  me, 
becaule  he  had  before  made  an  Agreement  with 
the  Dodtors  Frewin,  Pitt,  FIayes,  and  Zin- 
zan,  by  which  he  was  obliged  not  to  confult ; 
it  is  fomewhat  ftrange,  that  four  months  after  he 
fhould  afk  advice  of  Dr.  Lewis,  Whether  he 
fhould  do  it  or  not  ?  I  know,  it  is  ufual  in  ap¬ 
proaches  towards  matrimony,  to  afk  advice,  after 
the  party  is  ingaged,  or  at  leaft  determined  what 
to  do :  but  I  did  not  know,  that  it  was  agreeable 
to  the  practice  of  grave  Phyficians.  Dr.  Ad¬ 
dington  was  under  an  abfolute  ingagement  Not 
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to  do  the  very  thing,  about  which,  You  fay,  he 
then  afked  his  Friend’s  advice,  Whether  he 
fhould  do  it  or  not?  If  he  was  determined  to  aft 
according  to  his  ingagement,  as  one  would  ima¬ 
gine  any  honeft  man  fhould  be,  he  trifled  egre- 
gioufly  with  his  Friend  :  if  he  was  not,  he  had 
impofed  upon  me  ;  he  put  a  great  affront  upon 
four  Dodtors  (the  greater  as  Dr.  Lewis  was  their 
Junior) ;  and  (hewed  no  regard  at  ail  to  his  own 
word  and  promife. 

Had  Dr.  Lewis’s  advice  happened  to  prove  in 
the  affirmative,  it  would  moft  fadly  have  dilem - 
maed  your  dear  Friend :  but  he,  luckily  produ¬ 
cing  his  new  argument  againft  me,  that  I  had  ne¬ 
ver  been  a  Member  of  either  of  our  Univerfities, 
fo  thoroughly  convinced  Dr.  Lewis,  that  he  im¬ 
mediately  pronounced  a  deciflve  Negative  againft 
me.  At  this  I  cannot  but  wonder,  becaufe  I  find 
foon  after  he  was  deliberately  doing  fomewhat, 
more  inconfiftent  with  this  decifion,  than  Dr.  Ad¬ 
dington’s  confulting  with  Dr.  Collett.  For  he 
was  ingaged  in  a  Correfpondence  (a  favour  of  a 
much  higher  nature  than  a  mere  accidental  Con- 
fultation)  with  a  Phyfician,  who  took  his  degree 
abroad,  and  even  wanted  the  two  qualifications 
which  Dr.  Collett  had.  This  perhaps  he  did 
with  a  view,  not  only  to  countenance  Dr.  Ad¬ 
dington  in  his  conducft,  but  likewife  to  go  be¬ 
yond  it ;  and  (hew,  that  he  pofifefifed  a  difpenfing 
power  in  a  greater  degree,  could  overlook  the 
want  of  the  two  qualifications  required,  and  treat 
an  exotic  Phyfician,  becaufe  he  was  not  fettled 
within  the  fphere  of  his  practice,  with  all  the  de¬ 
ference  and  refpect,  which  he  could  have  ufed  to¬ 
wards  the  moft  illuftrious  of  any  of  our  Univer- 
fity  P-hyficians.— -He  concludes  one  of  his  Epi- 
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ftles  to  this  Gentleman  in  the  following  manner. 
*  cc  This  is  all,  moft  accomplifhed  Sir,  that  I 
“  have  to  communicate  to  You  at  prefent  *,  nor 
will  I  by  any  means  detain  You  longer  with 
“  more.  For  I  fhould  think  myfelf  unjuft  to 
“  mankind,  if  by  this  trifling  Letter  I  fliould 
£t  farther  wafte  your  moft  precious  time,  which 
You  employ  fo  fuccefsfully  in  the  care  of  the 
di  leafed :  go  on  therefore  to  reftore  health  to 
£C  miferable  mortals ;  go  on  ftill  to  cultivate  our 
“  Art  by  your  genius,  to  illuftrate  it  by  your 
cc  writings,  to  fupport  it  by  the  reputation  of 
your  name.  In  the  mean  while,  pardon  my 
arrogance,  for  having  prefumed  to  lay  before 
You,  who  are  fo  great  a  judge  of  Medicine, 
<c  any  thing  of  my  own.  Farewell,  Great  Sir, 
tc  and  difdain  not  to  receive  me  into  the  number 
“  of  your  Friends  •,  who  fliall  ever  manifeft  to* 
wards  You  the  greateft  affection,  and  the  high- 
tc  eft  veneration. 

Chrift-Church ,  Oxford ,  Mar.  i,  1749. 

One  might  juftly  imagine,  from  the  ftrain  of 
this  Epiftle,  that  it  had  been  written  to  one 
of  the  moft  eminent  regular  Phyficians  in  Lon - 

*  Hose  habui ,  Vir  ornatifjlme ,  qute  tecum  in  pr  refers  commu- 
nicarem ;  pluribus  Te  certe  non  morabor.  Iniquum  enbn  ?ne  fore 
Humano  generi  exifimarem,  fe  pretiofifbnusn  tuum  Tempus,  quod 
agrorum  rebus  fe licit er  adeo  impendis ,  nugaforiis  hijce  Uteris  ulte- 
rius  tererem:  per  gas  igitur  miferis  Mortalibus  Salutem  dare ;  per - 
gas  Artem  no f  ram  Ingenio  tuo  excolere,  Scriptis  illufrare ,  No  mi¬ 
nis  tui  celebritate  fufinere.  Jgnofcas  interim  Arrogantia  mere, 
quod  coram  Te,  tan  to  Rerum  Me  die  arum  judice,  aufus  fuerim  aim 
quid  proferre .  Valeas,  Vir  Egregie,  iff  Me,  qui  fummo  Studio, 
fummd  Remerentid  Te  femper  profecuturus  fum ,  in  Amicorum  Na¬ 
me  rum  recipere  ne  dedigneris. 

Dabam  ex  JEde  Chrijii  Oxen.  Calendis  Mart,  1 7401. 

don 
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don :  but  one  could  never  fufpedt,  that  it  was  ad^ 
dreded  to  a  Doctor  at  a  Country-Town  above  fif¬ 
ty  miles  from  thence  ;  who  had  taken  only  a  Fo¬ 
reign  degree,  was  not  either  an  Intra  or  Extra- 
Licentiate  of  the  College  in  London ,  nor  had  ever 
been  a  Member  of  any  in  either  of  our  Univer- 
fities.  And  yet  this  Phyfician,  under  thefe  dis¬ 
advantages,  by  mere  dint  of  genius,  application, 
and  practice,  had  emerged  from  the  obfcurity  of 
the  Country  to  fuch  eminence  in  his  profeflion, 
that  this  very  Promoter  of  exclufive  agreements 
fpeaks  to  him  with  all  the  refpedt  and  deference 
that  can  be  due  to  the  mod  celebrated  Regular 
Phyfician  in  London .  The  difcovery  of  the  So¬ 
vereign  virtues  of  Salt  Water,  by  One  of  his 
manner  of  education,  may  Serve  to  leffen  the  pre¬ 
judices  of  our  domeflic  Phyficians  againd  it;  by 
convincing  them,  that  there  are  other  roads  lead¬ 
ing  to  the  temple  of  ALfculapius ,  befides  thofe 
two  through  our  Univerfities.  This  remarkable  in- 
dance  of  a  Foreign  Graduate  may  likewife  have 
a  good  effedl  upon  Such,  who  having  too  great 
partiality  for  the  way  in  which  they  have  been  bred, 
are  not  contented  with  giving  our  Univerfny  De¬ 
grees  that  juft  preference  which  they  ought  to  have, 
but  are  for  excluding  and  annihilating  ail  others 
whatfoever.  And  his  commendable  example,  in 
beginning  and  carrying  on  the  pradlice  of  Phyfic 
in  a  fair,  open,  and  generous  manner,  ought  to 
fhame  all  thofe,  who  valuing  themfelves  very 
highly  on  their  Academical  honours,  yet  have 
.{looped  to  the  lowed  compliances,  and  mod  dis¬ 
graceful  tricks,  in  order  to  creep  into  bufinefs ; 
and  do  not  even  lay  them  adde,  when  they  have 
no  longer  occafion  for  them. 
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For  this  Gentleman,  rifing  gradually  from  a 
Very  moderate  to  a  very  ample  Fortune,  did  not 
advance  himfelf  by  any  mean  or  bafe  methods ; 
He  never  made  his  court  to  any  eminent  Phy- 
fician  by  betraying  his  Friend  or  acquaintance,  in 
order  to  ftrut  under  the  fhadow  of  a  great  name* 
and  magnify  his  own  thinnefs  by  raifing  a  mift  of 
oftentatious  Words ;  He  never  boafted  of  having 
taken  himfelf  five  pounds  worth  of  Medicines  in 
three  days ,  to  reconcile  his  patients  to  the  extra¬ 
vagant  furniture  of  a  Tick  man’s  table ;  He  never 
endeavoured  to  undermine  others  of  the  profef- 
fion  by  inventing  or  fpreading,  by  himfelf  or  his 
emiflfaries,  falfe  and  fcandalous  ftories  againfl 
them,  and  wounding  their  reputation  in  the  dark  % 
He  never  reprefented  a  Phyfician,  becaufe  ad¬ 
vanced  in  years,  as  infirm  and  incapable  of  bear¬ 
ing  the  fatigue  of  practice,  at  a  time  when  every 
day’s  experience  and  fuccefs  fufficiently  contra¬ 
dicted  the  report,  and  fhewed  the  bafenefs  of  the 
defign:  in  fhort,  He  rofe  intirely  by  the  noble 
Art  of  Phyfic,  without  the  help  of  any  of  the 
little  artifices  of  fome  Phyficians. 

As  I  have  taken  notice.  Sir,  of  every  part  of 
your  Letter  to  me,  and  given,  I  hope,  an  An¬ 
swer  fatisfaCtory  to  the  World,  if  not  to  Your- 
felf*,  1  fhall  now  take  the  freedom  to  expoftulate 
with  You  a  little  upon  your  extraordinary  con¬ 
duct  towards  me.  As  I  never  gave  You  the  leaft 
provocation,  I  have  often  wondered  at  that  con¬ 
duct.  When  I  endeavoured  to  be  removed  from 
the  Hofpital  at  Ware  to  that  of  Hertford ,  You 
oppofed  me  in  a  very  unfair  and  treacherous 
itianner.“That  I  have  fpoke  of  this  with  too  much 

afperity 
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afperity  no  one  can  think,  who  calls  to  mind,  that 
this  malice  of  yours,  having  Jain  dormant  above 
feven  years,  broke  out  lately  with  double  vio¬ 
lence,  on  occafion  of  my  Letter  to  Dr.  Adding¬ 
ton.  This  having  expofed  his  injurious  treat¬ 
ment  of  me,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  leave  him 
no  room  for  defence ;  to  keep  him  a  little  in 
countenance  under  the  contempt  of  the  World, 
You  write  a  Letter  to  him,  to  be  fhewn  among 
his  acquaintance,  advifing  him  to  return  no  An- 
fwer  at  all  to  mine^  adding  by  way  of  reafon  fome 
particular  inftances  relating  to  my  Education,  and 
to  fome  ignorant  practice  of  mine  at  Ware. 

Could  l  by  any  means  have  difcovered  for  cer¬ 
tain  what  thofe  inftances  were,  I  fhouid  in  fome 
of  the  preceding  pages  have  returned  a  direcft 
Anfwer  to  them :  but  having  been  denied  a  fight 
of  your  Letter  by  the  Doctor,  and  a  copy  of  it 
by  Yourfelf,  I  can  only  guefs  at  them  from  fome 

circumftances > - As  to  my  medicinal  education  5 

foon  after  your  Letter  had  been  fhewed  at  this 
place,  a  ridiculous  ftory  ran  about  here,  That  I 
was  once  in  a  very  low  fiation  in  an  Apothecary' s 
Shop.  This  exprefiion,  being  fo  very  like  one, 
which  You  made  ufe  of  in  your  Speech  at 
Chrift’s  Hofpital,  That  You  had  heard  indeed,- 
that  I  was  a  little  time  in  an  Apothecary' s  Shop  ; 
and  You  having  allured  me,  that  the  Contents  of 
the  Letter  and  of  the  Speech  were  the  fame  j  f 
think,  I  have  juft  reafon  to  impute  this  report, 
either  to  You,  or  to  the  Doctor,  or  to  Both. 
Jf  You  was  the  inventor,  he  was,  I  fuppofe,  the 
improver  and  propagator:  nor  does  the  ftricf 
regard  of  either  to  veracity,  with  relation  to  me, 
render  the  fuppofition  in  the  leaft  improbable. 

The 
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The  fa£t  upon  which  this  ftory  was  founded  was 
this :  My  Father  being  well  acquainted  with,  and 
having  done  fome  fervice  for  Mr.  Clutton,  a 
Chemift  in  Holborn ,  who  was  like  wife  an  Apo¬ 
thecary,  prevailed  with  him,  upon  paying  hand- 
fomely  for  my  board,  to  permit  me  to  fee  the 
manner  of  Chemical  preparations,  and  the  com- 
pofition  of  Medicines,  in  his  Laboratory  and 
Shop :  and  as  I  was  at  that  time  about  the  age 
of  twenty-one,  I  was  under  his  direction  no  far¬ 
ther  than  my  natural  inclination  to  improvement 

led  me. - -As  to  the  ittftance  of  my  ignorant 

practice,  it  related,’  as  the  whifpered  rumour  ran 
here,  to  fomething,  I  know  not  what,  about  a 
Boy's  /called  head ,  which  I  could  not  cure.  As 
the  currency  of  this  ftory  began  upon  the  di¬ 
vulging  of  your  Letter ,  it  is  highly  probable  that 
it  made  a  part  of  it:  and  as  no  other  account  can 
be  given,  how  it  came  to  be  fpred  here,  I  take 
it  for  almoft  certain,  that  it  had  no  other  origi¬ 
nal.  As  to  the  fadt  itfelf,  fuppofe  it  were  true, 
it  can  affedt  me  but  very  little,  who  all  the  time 
I  was  at  Ware^  never  trufted  to  my  own  fkill  in 
any  cafe  of  Surgery  that  Was  difficult,  but  con- 
ftantly  called  in  the  affiftance  of  a  regular  Sur¬ 
geon,  according  to  the  example  of  Dr.  Walley, 
who  did  the  fame  at  Hertford.  That  You  men¬ 
tioned  this  Cafe,  or  fomething  like  it,  you  confe- 
quendally  aver  in  your  Letter  to  me,  when  You 
allure  me,  that  the  Reafons  given  in  your  Letter 
to  Dr.  Addington  were  the  fame  with  thofe  af~ 
figned  in  yout  Speech.  ,  But  thofe  who  heard  that 
fpeech  declare,  that  You  did  not  mention  the 
leaft  inftance  of  my  unfkilful  pradlice  :  and  that  You 
did  not,  is  very  certain,  becaufe  You  could  not. 
For  I  have  a  fliort  but  ample  Teftimony,  under 

F  the 
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the  hands  of  all  the  Governors  of  Christ’s 
Hofpital  who  were  at  a  late  Committee  of  Al¬ 
moners,  of  whom  fome  had  oppofed  my  remo¬ 
val  to  Hertford ,  and  all  were  Auditors  of  your 
Speech,  *  That  they  never  heard  or  received  the  leaji 
complaint  againft  me,  for  want  of  /kill  in  my  pro - 
fefjion ,  during  the  whole  time  I  was  Phyfician  to 
their  Hofpital  at  Ware,  and  that  my  refignation 
was  voluntary. 

There  is  one  material  obfervation  upon  the  lat¬ 
ter  part  of  your  Letter,  which  I  had  almoft  forgot 
to  make,  Viz.  That  loon  after  you  have  pofitive- 
3y  declared,  that  the  Reafons  given  in  yours  to 
Dr.  Addington,  were  the  fame  that  You  gave 
in  the  Committee,  you  conclude  your  Epiftle  in  a 
more  doubtful  drain,  This  Sr  as  near  as  I  can 
guess  was  the  contents  of  the  Letter  I  wrote  to 
Hr.  Addington.  - -  This,  Sir,  is  a  very  re¬ 

markable  inftance  both  of  the  ftrength,  and  of  the 
weaknefs  of  your  Memory.  You  remember,  it 
feems,  exactly  the  contents  of  a  Speech,  delivered 
above  feven  Years  before  ;  but  You  can  only  guejs 
at  thofe  of  a  Letter  which  had  not  been  written  a- 
bove  a  Year :  and  yet  the  contents  both  of  the  one 
and  of  the  other  were  the  very  fame ,  and  confe- 
quently,  according  to  your  own  confeffion,  You 
could  do  no  more  than  barely  guefs  at  them. 

Had  You  even  certainly  known  that  every  thing 
advanced  in  your  Letter  was  flrihlly  and  exactly 
true,  this  would  not  clear  You  from  the  imputa¬ 
tion  of  having  been  very  impertinent,  officious, 
and  pragmatical.  What  pretence  had  You  to 
concern  yotirfelf  in  a  Difpute  between  two  Phy- 
fieians,  on  a  point,  of  which  You,  could  not  in  any 

*  See  dppendix,  Numb.  IV* 
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refped  be  fuppofed  to  be  a  competent  Judge  ? 
Where  was  your  candour  or  humanity  in  endea¬ 
vouring,  without  the  lead  provocation  from,  me, 
to  leften  my  reputation  in  thefe  parts,  by  propa¬ 
gating  fome  filly  (lories  againft  me?  This  I  fay, 
on  fuppofition  of  the  truth  of  fuch  (lories  being 
known  to  yourfelf:  but  if  You  thought  them  as 
likely  to  be  falfe  as  true,  I  mud  charge  you  with 
calumny  and  (lander.  And  how  could  You  think 
them  otherwife,  fince  they  were  broached  (if  they 
were  broached)  during  the  heat  of  an  Eledion; 
when  generally  any  thing  is  faid,  true  or  falfe,  to 
promote  or  obftrud  the  intereft  of  the  contend¬ 
ing  Candidates  ?  It  was  in  your  power,  without 
any  great  difficulty,  to  have  informed  yourfelf  of 
the  truth:  yet  it  does  not  appear,  that  You  made 
any  inquiry  into  the  report,  but  greedily  fwal- 
lowed  it  at  once,  and  afterwards  occasionally  dis¬ 
gorged  it  fecretly  among  proper  company.  Tho8 
nothing  could  really  jullify  fuch  a  partial  con- 
dud,  yet  your  zeal  and  eagernefs  to  carry  a  point 
at  that  precife  time,  in  favour  of  one  of  your  Fra¬ 
ternity,  might  yield  fome  fhadow  of  excufe :  but 
your  deliberate  revival  of  fuch  calumny,  after  fo 
many  years,  and  to  ferve  a  much  worfe  purpofe, 
will  admit  of  none. 

But  fince  I  have  adually  proved  thefe  (lories 
to  be  falfe,  this  aggravation  gives  me  a  right  to 
bring  a  higher  charge  againft  You,  and  to  expo- 
ftulate  with  You  in  another  drain.  You  wrote  a 
Letter  to  a  profefted  Enemy  of  mine,  reprefent- 
ing  me  as  a  perfon  fo  unfkilful  in  my  Profeffion, 
that  You  thought  yourfelf  obliged  to  oppofe  my 
being  eleded  fome  years  ago,  to  take  care  of 
fome  Children  at  an  Hofpital ;  and  therefore  You 
advifed  him  to  return  no  manner  of  anfwer  to  the 

F  2  complaints. 
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complaints  brought  againft  him  in  a  printed  Let¬ 
ter,  by  one  fo  much  below  his  notice :  adding, 
to  Ihew  my  want  of  {kill,  Some  circumftances  re¬ 
lating  to  my  education,  and  my  pradtice,  which 
were  abfolutely  falfe.  How  could  a  man  of  your 
fuppofed  charadter  renew  fuch  calumnies  againft 
me,  after  more  than  feven  years  fpace,  when  he 
might  fo  eafily  have  known  the  falftiood  of  them 
at  the  very  firft?  What  motive  could  You  pofli- 
bly  have  to  this  dirty  adtipn  ?  If  You  plead  the 
defence  of  your  Friend  *,  I  afk,  Would  You  un¬ 
dertake  his  defence,  without  knowing  whether  he 
ought  to  be  defended  or  not  ?  And  how  could 
You  know  this,  without  knowing  what  I  had  al- 
ledged  againft  him  ?  Yet  this  You  have  the  face 
and  the  folly  to  own  You  never  Jaw,  I  charged 
him  with  a  long  feries  of  injurious  treatment,  and 
many  inftafices  of  falfhood  *,  which  he  neither  dis¬ 
proves,  nor  makes  the  lead  excufe  for.  Such 
lilence,  in  the  like  cafes,  is  generally  taken  for  an 
acknowledgment  of  the  Charge.  Yet  this  Charge 
You  advife  him  to  defpife ,  and  to  continue  his  Si¬ 
lence  ;  and  that  for  this  foie  reafon,  Becaufe  I  am 
not  worthy  of  his  notice  now,  on  the  account  of 
your  imagining  me  to  be  unfkilful  above  feven 
years  ago.  So  that,  whether  I  have  received 
from  him  any  injury  or  not,  which  You  neither 
know,  nor  care,,  You  advife  him  to  make  me  no 
fatisfadtion,  to  return  me  no  manner  of  anfwer. 
Thus  You  fhew  yourfelf  to  be  an  admirable  Ca- 
fuift,  Advifer,  and  Advocate :  your  reafoning  is 
Suitably  to  your  equity  ;  your  defence  is  adapted 
to  the  nature  of  the  adtion  You  defend  ;  and  You 
jufhify  your  Friend’s  falfhoods  by  the  addition  of 
your  own. 

Confcious,  that  You  had  juftly  expofed  your- 
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felf  to  imputations  of  this  kind,  and  apprehen- 
five  of  ill  confequences  to  yourfelf,  You  refufe 
to  let  me  know  the  contents  of  this  Letter  of 
yours.  And  your  dear  Friend,  the  Do-31  or,  who 
propagated  thofe  contents  in  a  private  manner, 
being  under  the  like  apprehenfions,  with  greater 
reafon  denied  me  a  fight  of  them.  Being  thus 
induftrioufly  kept  in  ignorance,  I  am  not  at  all 
blameable,  if  I  fufpect  fomewhat  of  the  darkeffc 

and  blacked  nature. - But  not  to  infid  on  this. 

The  plain  and  evident  defign  of  it  was  to  excufe 
him  by  defaming  me ;  and  that  in  fo  clandedine 
and  dark  a  manner,  that  I  fhould  not  be  able  to 
do  myfelf  juftice.  An  open  enemy,  who  abufes 
a  man  to  his  face,  and  gives  him  an  opportunity 
of  defending  himfelf,  ads  with  the  appearance  of 
courage  and  generofity.  But  he,  who  defames 
him  behind  his  back,  taking  care  to  conceal  the 
(lander  as  long  as  poffible  from  him,  that  it  may 
do  him  the  more  mifchief,  betrays  a  fneaking  and 
flaftardly  fpirit;  and  fhews  that  he  is  both  afhamed 
of  what  he  is  doing,  and  afraid  of  being  difco- 
vered  and  called  to  an  account  for  it.  In  this  re-  • 
fped,  the  writers  of  private  defamatory  Letters 
refemble  thofe  who  are  concerned  in  fending  fuch 
as  are  called  incendiary ;  and  in  thofe  circumdances 
by  which  they  differ,  there  are  two  which  are  lefs 
in  favour  of  the  former  than  of  the  latter.  For 
thefe  are  generally  poor  delpicable  wretches,  com¬ 
pelled  by  their  neceffities  to  make  fuch  felonious 
demands ;  and  the  perfons  upon  whom  they  are 
made  are  left  to  their  own  choice,  whether  they 
will  comply  with  them  or  not ;  which  if  they  do, 
they  know  the  utmod  of  their  lofs  and  damage : 
the  fame  may  likewife  be  faid  with  refpeft  to  thofe 
who  are  robbed  in  the  dark.  But  in  the  other  cafe, 
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the  fufferer  has  no  choice  allowed  him,  the  mif- 
chief  has  no  vifible  bounds,  nor  can  he  poftibly 
compute  the  utmoft  of  his  lofs  and  damage. 

You  will  objedt  perhaps,  that  the  Cafes  are  by 
no  means  parallel,  fince  both  the  Incendiary  Wri¬ 
ter,  and  the  Street-Robber,  take  thofe  defperate 
courfes,  in  order  to  fupply  their  immediate  ne- 
ceflities  by  taking  away  the  property  of  others : 
but  for  your  part.  You  propofed  not  the  leaft  ad¬ 
vantage  to  yourfelf,  but  adied  folely  upon  the 
generous  principle  of  attifting  your  Friend. — I 
did  not  produce  the  Cafes  as  exatftly  parallel,  but 
only  as  being  alike  in  fome  refpedls,  which  an- 
fwer  my  purpofe :  and  as  to  the  generofity  of 
your  defign,  a  little  variation  of  the  latter  cafe 
will  clearly  illuftrate  that. — Having  been  attacked 
and  plundered  in  the  night,  by  a  perfon  whom  I 
happen  to  know  *,  I  foon  afterwards  meet  him  in 
the  public  ftreet,  and  lay  hold  upon  him :  You, 
accidentally  coming  along,  take  his  part,  and  Aide 
arms  into  his  hands,  by  which  means  he  efcapes 
out  of  mine,  and  runs  away.  You  will  (till  deny 
the  circumftance  of  the  Robbery,  becaufe  nothing 
pecuniary  is  loft  by  me,  and  gained  by  him.  But 
if  my  good  name  be  taken  from  me,  I  cannot 
but  look  upon  myfelf  as  robbed  of  what  is  moft 
valuable,  tho’  the  Robber  add  nothing  to  his  own 
ftock,  by  depriving  me  of  any  part  of  mine. 

The  totting  about  and  fpreading  of  fcandalous 
{lories,  in  the  quarrels  of  others,  is  a  vile  work, 
in  which  a  man  cannot  fecure  his  own  reputation 
from  receiving  fome  fpot  and  blemifh.  The  di- 
fperfmg  of  any  fuch  falfe  or  dubious  report  againft 
another,  who  has  even  firft  abufed  him,  is  utterly 
inexcufable ;  and  even,  if  the  report  be  true,  not 
at  all  to  be  juftified,  ualefs  it  tend  dire&ly  to  his 

own 
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t>wn  felf-yindication.  In  this  cafe,  the  World  is 
generally  fo  juft,  as  to  condemn  the  perfon,  who 
appears  to  have  charged  another  with  a  fault,  or 
a  foible,  to  the  imputation  of  which  he  himfelf 
is  obnoxious.  And  doubtlefs  in  the  large  fcene 
of  your  pradfice  You  have  met  with  feveral  Cafes, 
in  which  You  could  do  no  good  *,  as  what  Sur¬ 
geon  has  not  ?  From  which,  according  to  your 
own  way  of  arguing,  I  might  juftly  infer  your 
greater  ignorance  in  your  bufinefs*  than  You  have 
endeavoured  to  fix  upon  me  in  mine.  Inftances  I 
might  perhaps  eafily  collect,  and  produce  againft 
You  by  a  moft  equitable  retaliation*  For  lince 
your  ftratagems  againft  me  had  been  all  vain  and 
infignificant,  had  not  fortie  perfons  in  thefe  parts 
entertained  too  great  an  opinion  of  your  prowefs, 
and  looked  upon  You  as  compleatly  armed  and 
invulnerable;  I  may  fairly  in  my  own  defence 
attack  You  where  your  armour  feems  to  be 
weakeft,  and  if  I  can,  even  fnatch  away  your  whole 
fhield  at  once.  But  it  will  be  time  enough  te 
put  this  in  execution*  when  You  fall  upon  me 
the  third  time.  In  the  mean  while,  I  defire  You 
ferioufty  to  confider  the  Cafe  of  a  Surgeon,  once 
as  eminent  as  Your fe If*  and  whom  You  formerly 
intimately  knew,  tho5,  it  is  laid,  You  have  for 
fome  time  dropped  all  acquaintance  with  him. 
This  Gentleman,  after  a  long  courfe  of  pra£fice, 
happened  to  be  the  occafion  of  three  misfortunes, 
within  the  narrow  compafs  of  three  months:  a 
Baronet  loft  the  ufe  of  his  arm,  and  two  Ladies 
their  lives,  by  his  unfkilful  ufe  of  the  Lancer. 
Now  he  could  not  be  apprehenfive  of  any  great 
danger  from  a  profecution  on  any  of  thefe  ac¬ 
counts :  for  no  Jury  could  have  brought  in  the 
death  of  the  t\v©  Ladies  either  Wilful  murder  >  or 
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Man-Jlaughter ,  but  muft  necefifarily  have  termed 
it  Chance-medley ;  and  with  refpedf  to  the  mad  Ba¬ 
ronet,  the  Surgeon  might  have  pleaded,  that  the 
taking  away  the  ufe  of  his  arm  was  the  preferva- 
tion  of  his  life,  by  preventing  him  from  *  ftabbing 
himfelf  a  fecond  time.  Yet  for  all  this*  being  a 
perfon  of  a  very  tender  confcience,  exceflive  mo* 
defty,  and  great  prudence,  he  could  not  bear  the 
finifter  interpretations,  which  he  forefaw  the  un¬ 
thinking  vulgar  would  put  upon  thefe  little  ac¬ 
cidents,  and  thereby  probably  hinder  him  from 
doing  any  more  good  among  them.  He  there¬ 
fore  wifely  determined  to  change  the  fphere  of 
his  activity  ;  accordingly  he  retired  far  from  Lon - 
don ,  and  fettled  in  the  Country ;  where  he  paired 
for  one  of  great  fkill,  who  having  acquired  a 
good  Fortune,  by  his  art,  had  made  a  voluntary 
retreat  thither  in  order  to  injoy  it. 

But  pacing  by  this  Surgeon,  and  returning.  Sir, 
to  You  •,  after  all  which  I  have  faid  to  expofe 
your  malicious  practices  againft  me,  I  know  not 
how  to  imagine,  that  You  could  poffibly  retain 
in  your  mind,  without  the  leaft  provocation  from 
me,  fuch  a  conftant,  inveterate  malevolence,  for 
feven  or  eight  years  together.  And  am  there¬ 
fore  rather  inclined  to  think,  that  it  only  refem- 
bles  fome  chronical  diffemper,  fuch  as  gout  or 
ifone ;  with  which  a  man  is  not  continually  tor¬ 
mented,  but  has  often  long  intervals  of  eafe,  fuc- 
ceeded  by  frequent  fits,  which  are  brought  on  by 
the  change  of  the  feafons,  or  of  the  weather,  or 
by  fome  other  accidental  caufe.  And  as  thefe  fits 
generally  return  with  greater  ftrength  and  vio- 

*  See  Mrs.  Con,  Phillips’s  Afdogy* 
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ience,  they  often  caufe  no  fin  all  difturbance  in 
the  Head.  This  laft  circumftance  confirms  me  in 
iny  opinion  :  for  I  cannot  believe,  that  You  could 
have  written  fuch  a  Letter ,  unlefs  the  infide  of 
your  Head  had  been  more  out  of  order,  than  the 
outfide  of  the  Boy’s  fcalled  head,  whom  You  arc 
fiippofed  to  have  mentioned.  Nor  is  this  the 
Jeaft  reflection  upon  the  brightnefs  of  your  parts 
at  other  times*  but  rather  a  full  acknowledgment 
of  their  perfection.  Fof  it  has  been  obferved 
long  ago,  that  there  is  fcarce  any  extraordinary 
genius  in  any  profeflion,  who  has  not  now  and 
then  fome  little  mixture  of  phrenetica!  ferment. 
The  contexture  of  the  brain  in  filth  heads  is 
woven  fo  fine,  that  impreflicns  are  eafily  made 
upon  it  by  alterations  that  happen  in  the  air,  by 
vapours  and  exhalations  that  arife  from  the  earth* 
and  by  the  effluvia  that  are  emitted  from  flowers. 
And  iince  You  have  of  late  years  frequently  re¬ 
sided  in  a  Country  where  beans  are  much  culti¬ 
vated,  it  is  not  at  all  ftrange,  that  your  delicate  con- 
ftitution  fhould  at  fome  particular  feafon  be  much 
affeCted  by  them.  Your  Letter  to  Dr.  Adding¬ 
ton,  if  1  am  rightly  informed,  was  written  when 
they  were  in  full  bloflom ;  and  at  that  time,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  obfervation  of  a  learned  Phyfician, 
fuch  ftrong  effluvia  are  diffufed  by  them,  as  infeft 
the  circumambient  air  *,  which  being  conveyed  to 
the  brain,  fubverts  its  temperature,  and  caufes 
fome  perturbation  of  mind.  Hence  arofe  the 
French  proverb  ^ 


Quand  les  Feves  font  en  fieur, 
Les  Fous  font  en  vigueur . 
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Which  may  be  thus  imitated  in  Englijh  % 


When  Beans  are  in  flower , 

Folly  reigns  in  full  'power . 

But  left  the  term  Fous ,  which  fignifies  Mad-men  as 
well  as  Fools ,  fhould  by  its  harfhnefs  give  any 
offence,  I  think  it  neceffary  to  obferve,  that  in 
each  fenfe  it  denotes  two  very  different  forts  of 
perfons.  When  applied  to  Fools y  it  fignifies  not 
onlythofe,  who  either  never  had,  or  have  loft  the 
ufe  of  Reafon,  fo  far  as  to  be  habitually  incapable 
of  judging  and  adting  right;  but  likewife  thofe, 
who  now  and  then  only  a dt  improperly  and  con¬ 
trary  to  common  fenfe.  In  like  manner  when  it 
has  the  fignification  of  Mad-men ,  tho5  it  mean  prin¬ 
cipally  fuch  as  are  fo  much  difordered  in  their 
minds  as  to  be  unfit  to  be  trufted  with  their  li¬ 
berty  ;  yet  it  is  frequently  and  juftly  applied  to 
thofe,  who  giving  themfelves  up  to  their  own 
fancies  and  pafiions,  adt  wildly  and  extravagantly, 

on  fome  particular  occafions. - It  is  not  in  the 

firft  and  ftridt  fignificatiop,  but  in  the  latter,  and 
more  extenfive,  that  I  produce  this  proverb. 

By  thus  imputing  your  condudf  towards  me 
to  fome  tranfient  adts  of  folly  or  phrenfy,  and 
thereby  reprefenting  it  as  involuntary,  I  fhew 
my  willingnefs,  not  to  aggravate,  but  to  excufe 
it.  But  I  am  at  the  fame  time  under  fome  ap- 
prehenfion  of  being  accufed  of  partiality,  in  treat¬ 
ing  You  with  more  tendernefs  than  I  did  your 
Friend  the  Dodtor ;  fince  your  condudt,  tho*  not 
lefs  weak  and  unreafonable,  was  certainly  in  all 
appearance  more  malicious.  Being  fenfible  of  this 
omiffion,  I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  fupply  it  here, 
by  acknowledging,  that  the  Dodtor  had  at  leaft 


as 


(  43  ) 

as  good  a  title  to  a  favourable  interpretation  of 
his  words  and  adtions,  on  the  fame  account  with 
yourfelf.  And  this  I  mention  the  more  readily, 
becaule  it  will  be  a  full  proof  of  what  I  hinted 
juft  now,  how  little  thefe  occafional  ftarts  of 
folly  or  phrenfy  affedt  the  character  of  an  ingenious 
man  :  fince  whatever  di  fad  vantage  fuch  a  one  may 
feem  to  incur  thereby,  he  is  generally  fo  happy  as 
to  find  proper  refources,  and  even  to  convert 
them  fometimes  into  advantages. 

About  the  fame  time  that  the  Dodlor  was  fo 
clandeftinely  and  unjuftly  attacking  me,  he  was 
feized  with  a  fit  of  Oecomany ,  and  had  begun  to 
erect  two  fpacious  edifices,  partly  upon  another 
man's  premijfes ,  and  entirely  upon  a  fandy  founda 
tion  :  two  miftakes  in  building,  which  to  perfons 
of  fmaller  genius  might  have  proved  very  detri¬ 
mental.  But  He,  by  a  peculiar  addrefs,  made 
one  of  thefe  inconveniences  indemnify  him  from 
the  other ;  obliging  his  Builder  to  purchafe  ac¬ 
cording  to  Law  a  large  Cargo  of  Sand ,  unex¬ 
pectedly  found  upon  the  pre mi  fifes,  at  fuch  a  price 
as  might  affift  him  in  paying  for  the  ground  on 
which  he  had  inadvertently  built.  Delighted  with 
his  new  habitation,  he  grew  daily  more  and  more 
in  love  with  eafe  and  ftudy  :  which  the  Gentle¬ 
men  round  about  were  loth  to  interrupt,  fearing, 
5tis  probable,  that  their  calling  him  fo  frequently 
to  their  affiftance  as  formerly,  might  impair  his 
health,  and  retard,  if  not  entirely  hinder,  the  fi- 
nifhing  of  fome  great  Work  in  Phyfic  *,  which 
being  the  fruit  of  long  pradlice  and  experience, 
the  not  publifhing  of  it  might  be  of  very  ill  con- 
fequence  to  the  world.  But  the  pleafure  of  this 
ftudiousdife  in  one  of  his  {lately  edifices  fo  fully 
furnifihed,  was  pretty  much  allayed  by  the  ernpti- 

G  2  nefs 


(  44  ) 

nefs  of  the  other ;  which  he  hoped  would  fooq 
have  drawn  in  fome  fubftantial  tenant ;  but  which 
he  found  to  be  of  no  other  ufe  than  to  reverberate 
the  found  of  his  voice,  whenever  he  thought  fit 
to  read  aloud,  either  the  works  of  other  perfons, 
or  his  own.  This  pccafioned  various  thoughts. 
To  what  ufe  to  put  it:  when,  revolving  in  his 
mind,  what  difeafes  were  mod  predominant,  and 
to  which  he  might  prefcribe  remedies  without 
the  fatigue  of  any  troublefome  journey,  he  con¬ 
cluded  that  extravagant  folly  and  madnefs  had  of 
late  years  grown  more  and  more  epidemical ;  and 
that  thefe  diftempers  were  the  properefl  for  him 
to  undertake.  He  had  been  informed  by  the 
News-papers,  that  neither  the  additional  Cells 
which  had  been  made,  nor  thofe  defigned  to  be 
made,  in  Old  Bedlam ,  had  been  found  fufficient  to 
contain  the  increafing  numbers  of  Lunatics ;  and 
that  therefore  it  had  been  thought  necefiary  to 
eredl  a  New  Bedlam ,  in  an  oppofite  fituation  to  the 
other.  But  how  large  foever  this  might  prove, 
your  Friend  was  fenfible,  that  it  muff  be  a  work 
of  time ;  and  that  the  Lymphatics  in  this  Coun¬ 
try  would  continue  to  be  expofed  to  the  ufual  in- 
ccnveniencies,  from  the  diflance  of  place,  and  the 
difficulty  of  gaining  admiffion.  He  therefore  ge- 
neroufly  determined  to  fit  up  his  adjoining  edi¬ 
fice  in  convenient  apartments  for  fuch,  to  be  let 
at  reasonable  rates ,  thirty  or  forty  {killings  each 
by  the  week.  It  cannot  be  well  fuppofed,  but 
that  the  Dodior  had  privately  applied  himfelf,  for 
fome  years,  to  fUidy  the  cafes  of  fuch  perfons  : 
otherwife  his  great  modefty  and  diffidence  of  himfelf 
would  not  have  permitted  him  to  undertake  this 
branch  of  Medicine  nor  would  any  of  his  ac¬ 
quaintance  be  inclined  to  put  their  diftra&ed 
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friends  under  his  care,  unlefs  they  were  themfelves 
under  the  influence  of  the  fame  diftemper.  But 
fuppofing  him  to  have  qualified  himfelf  in  a  com- 
pleat  manner,  which  doubtlefs  was  the  cafe ;  this 
adds  much  to  the  merit  of  the  undertaking,  as 
it  may  well  be  interpreted  to  have  proceeded 
chiefly  from  a  defire  to  do  good,  and  to  fecure 
his  patients  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  igno¬ 
rant  pretenders.  The  extraordinary  advantage 
indeed,  ariling  from  the  weekly  care  of  only 
twelve  perfons,  (whereas  his  Houfe  might  hold 
double  that  number)  at  1 8  /.  a  week,  which  a- 
mounts  to  936/.  ptr  annum ,  may  occafion  fome 
little  fufpicion,  that  this  project  was  not  intirely 
free  from  motives  of  intereft.  But  then  it  ought 
to  be  remembered,  that,  bad  as  the  world  is  re- 
prefented  by  fome  popular  declaimers,  yet  gene¬ 
rous  and  difinterefted  Schemes  are  attended  fome- 
times,  even  in  this  degenerate  age,  with  extra¬ 
ordinary  fuccefs,  and  doubly  repay  the  Inventors 
of  them.  1  his,  I  think,  is  likely  to  meet  with 
the  general  approbation  of  the  People  in  this 
Country;  and  with  the  addition  of  one  Angle 
circumftance,  muff  infallibly  fucceed  :  which  be¬ 
ing  entirely  in  your  power,  as  a  man  of  much 
leifure,  cannot  be,  I  am  certain,  contrary  to  your 
inclination,  if  You.  are  really  a  perfon  of  that 
benevolence,  which  You  have  often  declared 
yourfelf  to  be.  What  I  mean  is.  That  You 
would  vouch fafe  to  attend  this  new  Hofpital  as  a 
Surgeon,  only  for  a  year  or  twq.  The  united 
care  of  two  Perfons^  fo  eminent  in  their  dif¬ 
ferent  profeflions,  would  obviate  all  obje<5tions ; 
and  foon  raife  and  eflablifh  its  reputation  above 
the  power  of  the  envious  and  malicious  to  fhake 

it.  . 
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Nor  is  this  Propofal  at  all  inconfiflent  with 
any  thing  before  advanced,  the  being  a  little 
fubjedt  to  the  fame  malady  one’s  felf,  being  no 
d ^qualification  for  undertaking  the  cure  of  it  in 
others.  Phyficians  and  Surgeons  are  liable  to  all 
the  difeafes  in  which  they  profefs  to  give  others 
relief;  upon  whom  tho’  they  cannot  attend, 
when  they  are  actually  under  the  fame  them- 
felves,  yet,  upon  recovery,  they  are  rather  the 
more  fit  for  that  employment.  A  tranfient  fit 
of  folly  or  phrenfy  may  juftly  be  compared  to 
the  paroxyfm  of  a  Fever;  by  which  the  under- 
ftanding  may  be  fubverted  for  a  time,  but  foon 
returns  to  its  former  ftrength  and  vigour.  And 
confequently  when  a  whimfical  Dodtor  or  Sur¬ 
geon  comes  to  himfelf,  he  is  as  capable  as  ever 
of  plying  the  diftradled  with  Cathartics  or  Phle¬ 
botomy,  by  turns :  for  one  of  which  your  great 
Friend  is  not  more  eminent,  than  You  are  for 
the  other.  Your  adting  jointly  or  feparately, 
as  occafion  may  require,  cannot  but  be  of  great 
fervice  both  to  your  patients  and  yourfelves :  for 
whenever  the  one  is  attacked  by  a  fit,  the  other 
may  fupply  his  place  among  them,  and  You 
may  alternately  manage  and  difcipline  each  other. 
The  greateft  inconvenience  would  be,  if  You 
fhould  unfeafonably  be  difpofed  to  take  lofty 
flights  both  together.  But  this  is  a  cafe  which 
can  probably  happen  but  very  feldom ;  and  can 
draw  after  it  no  ill  confequence,  if  You,  by  way 
of  precaution,  diredtly  fettle  an  exadt  regimen, 
conifantly  to  be  obferved,  by  the  inferiour  atten¬ 
dants  on  your  Patients. 

It  is  reported  of  Carneades  the  Academic, 
that  whenever  he  was  to  ingage  in  difputation, 
he  purged  his  brains  with  a  dofe  of  Hellebore ; 

and 
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and  that  the  fuccefs  always  anfwered  the  expe¬ 
riment.  This  plainly  fhews  the  ufe  of  Antima- 
niacal  remedies,  not  only  when  a  perfon  is  actual¬ 
ly  in  a  date  of  Infanity ,  but  likewife  when  he  is 
intirely  free  from  it ;  to  prevent  its  return, 
and  to  brighten  the  wit  and  underftanding  dur¬ 
ing  a  lucid  interval.  Here  You  will  have  the 
molt  convenient  opportunities  of  trying  the  vir¬ 
tue  of  thefe  Medicines  y  which,  as  the  DoCtor  is 
a  great  Academic ,  it  is  highly  probable  You  will 
do  in  a  fhort  time,  in  imitation  of  the  example 
I  have  mentioned.  And  thoa  I  fufpeCt,  that 
when  You  come  to  lay  your  prepared  heads  to¬ 
gether,  You  will  club  your  wits  towards  fome 
nominal  Anfwer ,  and  I  may  fuffer  from  the  hints 
here  given  You  ;  I  am  pleafed  that  I  have  per¬ 
illed  in  the  fairnefs  and  freedom  of  this  Letter 
to  the  end.  From  which,  in  conjunction  with 
my  former,  I  imagine,  the  World  will  be  apt 
to  conclude,  that  no  man  in  his  right  fenfes 
could  fend  fuch  Letters  as  Yours  to  the  Doctor 
and  me,  or  make  fuch  fpeeches  as  You  both 
have  done  againft, 

S  I  R, 

Tour  humble  Servant , 

Richard  Russel. 

Reading ,  March  18, 

1750. 
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play’d :  In  fome  Reflections  Upon  it,  Humbly  offer’d  to  the 
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The  New  Testament,  with  Moral  Reflections  upon  every 
Verfe,  in  order  to  make  the  Reading  of  it  more  profitable, 
and  the  Meditation  more  eafy.  Tranflated  from  the  French 
of  Father  Quesnel,  by  Richard  Russel,  M.  A.  Vol.  III. 
and  IV.  8vo.  Price  12  s. 
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NUMBER  I. 

The  L  i  c  e  n  s  e  of  the  College  of 

Physicians. 

SCIANT  OmnesNosHENRicuM  Plumptre 
Medicine  Dodtorem  et  Prsefidem  Collegii 
Medicorum  Londinenfium,  una  cum  con- 
fenfu  Tancred-i  Robinson,  Thom^e  Pellet, 
et  Johannis  Gardiner,  Sociorum  et  Eledtorum 
Collegii  praedidd,  authoritate  nobis  Domrno  Rege 
et  Parliament  concefia,  examkialTe  et  appro- 
bafTe  die  vicefimo  terdo  Mends  Julii  Annoque 
Domini  1742,  probum  Virum  Richardum 
Russel,  in  Academia  Remenfi,  M.  D.  bene  in 
Praxi  Medica  exercitatum,  eumque  dignum  judi- 
camus  qui  admittatur  ad  praxin  Medicine  per 
Univerfum  Angliae  Regnum,  excepto  Londino  et 
per  f&ptem  abinde  Milliaria.  In  cujus  rei  Tefti- 
monium  figilla  noftra  appofuimus  et  Nomina  ad- 
fcripfimus.  Datum  Londini  in  Collegio  noftro  die 
Menfe  Annoque  fupradidtis. 

H.  Plumptre,  Praefes. 

Tancred  Robinson,  EJedE 
Thomas  Pellet,  Eledh 
Jo;  Gardiner,  Eledt. 
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NUMBER  II. 

Feb.  3,  1741. 

“O  ichard  Russel,  M.  D.  having  praftifed 
^  Phyfic  with  good  fuccefs  at  Hoddesdon  near 
Ware,  for  about  two  Years;  we  think  him  well 
qualified  to  fucceed  Dr.  Grind  a  l  in  the  care  of 
the  health  of  the  Blue-coat  Boys  at  Ware,  be¬ 
longing  to  Christ’s-Hospital  in  London . 

R.  Mead, 
Peirce  Dod, 

J.  Monro. 
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At  a  Committee  of  Almoners  m 
Christ’s-Hospital,  Lotidon  \  on 
Thurfday  the  §th  Feb.  1740. 

ft  j  *  \  •  :  »  j  }  *  1  t  '  K 

HP  O  this  Committee  were  read  the  Petitions  of 
A  William  Webb  Surgeon,  James  Flem¬ 
ing  Apothecary,  and  Richard  Russel  M.  D. 
to  fupply  the  vacancy  of  a  Phyfician  at  Ware 
in  the  room  of  Dr.  Grindal  deceafed ;  and  after 
they  were  feverally  called  in  and  examined  as  to 
their  qualifications  they  were  feverally  put  up  to 
the  Queftion,  when  it  appeared  that  Dr.  Russel 
was  unanimoufly  ele&ed  Phyfician  to  the  children 
at  Ware,  in  the  room  of  Dr.  Grindal ,  deceafed, 
who  being  called  in,  and  acquainted  therewith, 
returned  the  Committee  thanks. 

Wra  Brocket,  CL 


NUMBER  IV. 

TP  HESE  are  to  certify,  That  We  never  heard 
or  received  the  leaft  Complaint  againft  Dr. 
Richard  Russel  for  want  of  fkill  in  his  Pro- 
feflion,  during  the  time  he  was  Phyfician  to  our 
Children  at  Ware;  and  that  his  refignation  was 
voluntary.  Witnefs  our  hands  this  19th  of  June 
1750,  at  the  Compting-Houfe  in  Christ’s- Hos¬ 
pital,  London . 

Phil.  S earth ,  Treafurer, 

Sam .  Ballard , 

Rob.  Cranmer , 

Tho.  Sandfordj 
Rich.  Bridgman , 

John  Markham . 
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The  Teftimonial  of  Monsieur  Gre- 
goire,  an  eminent  Man-midwife 
at  Paris. 

"P  G  O  infra  feriptus  Chirurgus  obftetricans,  Ar- 
^  tium  Magifter,  Sociufque  Regiae  Academiae 
chirurgiae  Parifienfis3  Teftor  omnibus  quorum  in- 
tereft,aut  interefle  poterit,  DominumRichardum 
Russel,  Middlefexenfem  in  Anglia,  Medicine 
Dodtorem,  toto  incubuiffe  animo  ad  artem  ob~ 

ftetricatoriam  illamque  fub  meis  oculis  fadtitafle, 

meis 
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per  tres  menfes  fumma  dexteritate,  oble&amento, 
levamentoque  publico,  et  afiidue  Praele&ionibus 
meis  fupra  Partuum  Manuarium  adfuifle;  totum- 
que  artis  obftetricatorise  curfum  peregifle.  In  cujus 
rei  fidem  fubferipfi  et  figillum  appofui,  datum  Pa- 
rHiis  die  Lunas  Odobris  vigefimo  feptimo  anno 
Domini  millefimo  feptingentefimo  trigefimo 
o&avo. 
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L.  Gregoire. 


9 


F  / 


j  • 


. 


<r) 
O. 
A'Tl 

y-.Sl 


I  S. 


3 


*  rx 

(r.gv  •*^‘\  ’Ml 

V  •*  \  v4 


J 


.  )  :  ,t;.;  u{D  .1  E-M  Od  >< 

ERRATA. 

■  1  '/a  :  "  ;  r.  ‘  )  .  ,  •  ■  :  ;  :  i  Hi  ...  *  .V;  **  *-  ^ 

PAGE  4.  Line  12.  r.  Univerfity’s.  P.  29  at  the  Bottom 
add,  See  Dr.  Russel  of  Lewes' s  Book  De  Tabe  Glandu - 
lari ,  Ji<ve  de  ufu  Aqua  Marina  in  Morbis  Glandularum . 


*  i 


